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BOSTONIAN    SOCIETY. 


THIRTY-THIRD   ANNUAL   MEETING. 


jHE  Thirty-third  Annual  Meeting  of  the 
Bostonian  Society  was  held  in  the  Council 
Chamber  of  the  Old  State  House,  Boston, 
on  Tuesday,  January  20,  19 14,  at  3  P.  M. 
The  President,  Grenville  H.  Norcross,  occu- 
pied the  chair. 

The  records  of  the  last  annual  and  monthly  meetings  were 
approved. 

ANNUAL   REPORT    OF   THE    DIRECTORS. 

To  the  Members  of  the  Bostonian  Society :  — 

Your  Directors  have  the  honor  of  presenting  their  report 
for  the  year  just  past :  — 

MEMBERSHIP. 

At  the  close  of  the  year  191 3,  there  were  in  the  Society  : 

Honorary  Members     .....  2 

Life  Members 644 

Annual  Members 4^5 

Making  a  total  of 1,131 

This  list  shows  a  gain  of  one  Honorary  Member,  two  Life 
Members  and  twenty-nine  Annual  Members  ;  a  total  gain  of 
thirty-two  Members. 


An  analysis  of  the  Membership  Rolls,  shows  the  following 
changes : 

HONORARY    MEMBERS. 

There  was  at  the  close  of  191 2    .          .          .  i 

Gain  by  election  in  191 3      .          .          .          •  i 

Making  the  present  number     ...  2 

LIFE    MEMBERS. 

There  were  at  the  close  of  1912  .          .          .  642 

Gain  by  election  in  19 1 3      ....  23 

Making 665 

Loss  by  deaths  in  19 13        .          .          .          .  21 

Making  the  present  number     .         .         .  644 

ANNUAL    MEMBERS. 

There  were  at  the  close  of  191 2  .         .         .  456 

Gain  by  election  in  191 3      .          .         .         .  57 

Making 5^3 

Loss  by  deaths,  resignations,  etc.,  in  191 3    .  28 

Making  the  present  number      .          .          .  485 

VISITORS    TO    THE    OLD    STATE    HOUSE. 

During  the  past   year,  the  number  of  visitors  to  the  Old 
State  House  who  registered,  was  as  follows  : 

From  Boston       ......  7,890 

•'      elsewhere  in  the  United  States  .          .  28,210 
"      Foreign  countries       .          .          .          .1,915 


Making  a  total  of  .  .         .  .    38,015 


MONTHLY    MEETINGS. 

The  following  papers  have  been  read  before  the  Society  at 
its  Monthly  Meetings  in  the  Council  Chamber  during  the  year 
1913: 

January  21  :  Annual  Meeting.  Annual  reports  of  the 
President  and  other  officers. 

February  18:"  The  French  at  Boston  during  the  Revolu- 
tion," by  Fitz-Henry  Smith,  Jr. 

March  18:  "  Alexander  Adams  and  his  Relations  to  the 
early  Ship-builders  of  Boston,"  by  Rev.  William  Hyde. 

April  15:  "The  Romance  of  Records,"  by  John  H.  Ed- 
monds. 

May  20:  "  Benjamin  Bussey,"  by  Alexander  S.  Porter. 

October  21  :  "Two  Ruling  Elders  of  the  First  Church,"  by 
Rev.  Charles  E.  Park. 

November  18  :  "The  Historians  of  the  Revolution  ;  a  Com- 
parison," by  Frank  E.  Woodward. 

December  16:  "The  Eliot  School,"  by  Harvey  N.  Shepard. 

NECROLOGY, 

During  the  year  191 3  we  have  learned  of  the  deaths  of 
the  following  thirty-four  members  of  the  Society. 

Died  in  igi2. 

Mrs.  Mary  Bancroft  Burr,  born  in  Boston,  January  i,  1838, 
died  in  Boston,  June  9. 

Died  in  igij. 

John  Templeman  Coolidge,  born  in  Boston,  June  18,  1833, 
died  in  Boston,  January  5. 

Francis  Blake,  born  in  Needham,  December  25,  1850,  died 
in  Weston,  January  19. 

Charles  Otis  Ellms,  born  in  Boston,  December  13,  1830, 
died  in  Scituate,  January  20. 

Edward  John  Mitton,  born  in  London,  Eng.,  March  25, 
1847,  died  in  Brookline,  February  11. 
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William  Theophilus  Rogers  Marvin,  born  in  Boston,  Decem- 
30,  1832,  died  in  Brookline,  February  24. 

Mrs.  Olivia  Sears  West,  born  in    Boston,  July  21,   1838, 
died  in  Boston,  March  10. 

Charles  Carroll   Hutchinson,  born  in  Boston,  November  6, 
1832,  died  in  Federal  Point,  Florida,  March  13. 

Henry  Augustus  Wheelwright,  born  in  Boston,  September 
9,  1826,  died  in  Boston,  March  15. 

Denis  O'Callaghan,  born  in  Macroom,  Ireland,  March   18, 
1 84 1,  died  in  South  Boston,  March  20. 

Daniel  Low  Winchester,  born  in  Gloucester,  November  5, 
1828,  died  in  Boston,  March  24. 

William  Carroll    Pope,  born   in   Dorchester,   May  8,    1847, 
died  in  Boston,  March  3 1 . 

Robert  Farris  Fisk,  born  in  Boston,  June  3,  1850,  died  in 
New  York,  N.  Y.,  April  10. 

John  Lincoln  Barry,  born  in   Boston,  March  31,  1822,  died 
in  Dorchester,  April  22. 

George  Glover  Crocker,  born  in  Boston,  December  15,  1843, 
died  in  Cohasset,  May  26. 

Samuel    May    Boardman,    born    in    Boston,    December  27, 
1869,  died  in  Boston,  June  i. 

George  Sherburne  Hutchins,  born  in  Salem,   December  9, 
1835,  died  in  Cambridge,  June  i. 

Mrs.  Ellen  Sophia  Eldredge,  born   in    Roxbury,  April  26, 
1835,  died  in  Boston,  June  6. 

John  Henry  Brooks,  born  in  Detroit,  Mich.,  June  20,  1848, 
died  in  Milton,  July  21. 

Edward  Augustine  Taft,  born  in  Uxbridge,  April  8,  1845, 
died  in  Cataumet,  July  29. 

John  Carr,  born  in  Antrim,  N.  H.,  August  19,  1828,  died 
in  Roxbury,  August  9. 

Sidney    Clementson,    born    in    Demerara,    British    Guiana, 
September  25,  1850,  died  in  Milton,  August  15. 

Miss  Harriet  Otis  Cruft,  born  in  Boston,  January  i,  1829, 
died  in  Bu.xton,  Eng.,  August  31. 


Francis  Bartlett,  born  in  Boston,  September  21,  1836,  died 
in  Beverly,  September  23. 

Reginald  Heber  Fitz,  born  in  Chelsea,  May  5,  1843,  died  in 
Brookline  September  30, 

Jacob  Herbert  Sawyer,  born  in  Henniker,  N.  H.,  June  10, 
1837,  <^isd  in  Boston,  October  13. 

William  Henry  Hill,  born  in  Boston,  July  14,  1838,  died  in 
Brookline,  October  14. 

Thomas  Minns,  born  in  New  York,  N.  Y.,  December  5, 
1833,  died  in  Princeton,  October  28. 

Thornton  Kirkland  Lothrop,  born  in  Hanover,  N.  H.,  June 
3,  1830,  died  in  Boston,  November  2. 

William  Alexander  Macleod,  born  in  Providence,  R.  I., 
March  19,  1856,  died  in  Westwood,  November  2. 

Charles  Walter  Amory,  born  in  Boston,  October  16,  1842, 
died  in  Boston,  November  5. 

Hiram  Johnson,  born  in  Canton,  October  9,  1 826,  died  in 
Boston,  November  9. 

George  Lamb,  born  in  Fishkill,  N.  Y.,  August  24,  1834, 
died  in  Cambridge,  December  9. 

Dawes  Eliot  Furness,  born  in  Philadelphia,  Pa.,  November 
II,  1846,  died  in  Boston,  December  27. 

Messrs.  Barry,  Bartlett,  Blake,  Boardman,  Brooks,  Carr, 
Clementson,  Crocker,  Dr.  Fitz,  Hill,  Hutchins,  Lamb,  Lothrop, 
Macleod,  Marvin,  Minns,  Mitton,  O'Callaghan,  Taft,  Winches- 
ter, Mrs.  West  and  Miss  Cruft,  were  Life  Members  ;  Messrs. 
Amory,  Coolidge,  Ellms,  Fisk,  Furness,  Hutchinson,  Johnson, 
Pope,  Sawyer,  Wheelwright,  Mrs.  Burr  and  Mrs.  Eldredge, 
were  Annual  Members. 

William  Theophilus  Rogers  Marvin,  a  member  of  this 
Society  since  1886  and  of  the  Board  of  Directors  since  1900, 
died  at  his  home  in  Brookline  on  February  24.  Mr.  Marvin 
was  born  in  Boston  in  1832,  was  graduated  (a  Franklin  Medal 
scholar)  at  the  Boston  Latin  School  in  1850  and  at  Williams 
College  in  1854,  receiving  the  honorary  degree  of  L.  H.  D.  in 
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1909.  From  college  days  through  his  long  life  he  was  actively 
engaged  in  his  business  as  a  printer ;  our  Annual  Proceedings 
and  the  Publications  of.  this  Society  almost  from  the  beginning 
have  come  from  his  press,  and  we  are  greatly  indebted  to  him 
for  the  painstaking  editorial  care  which  he  gave  to  all  our  work. 
At  the  very  end  of  his  life  when  he  was  confined  to  his  house, 
he  translated  and  edited  the  Newdigate  Fine  belonging  to  this 
Society,  and  this  will  form  a  part  of  the  tenth  volume  of  our 
Publications  now  in  press.  Dr.  Marvin,  as  long  as  his  health 
permitted,  was  a  constant  attendant  at  our  meetings,  and  on 
several  occasions  occupied  the  chair  in  the  absence  of  the 
President.  At  the  funeral  in  the  Church  of  the  Messiah  on 
Gainsborough  Street,  Boston,  the  Society  was  represented  by 
the  President,  Vice-President,  the  Clerk  Mr.  Read,  and  Dr. 
Brown,  and  at  a  special  meeting  of  the  Directors  on  February 
2Sth,  and  at  the  March  meeting  of  the  Society,  the  following 
minute  prepared  by  Dr.  Francis  H.  Brown  was  adopted  and 
placed  on  our  records  :  — 

"The  Directors  of  the  Bostonian  Society  wish  to  express 
their  great  sorrow  and  to  offer  their  tender  sympathy  with  the 
family  of  Mr.  William  T.  R.  Marvin  at  his  death,  which  has 
just  been  announced  to  us.  Mr.  Marvin  has  been  known  to  us 
as  a  faithful,  able  and  conscientious  member.  For  many  years 
he  has  been  one  of  our  Board ;  always  ready  to  give  out  of  his 
ripened  experience,  valued  aid,  especially  in  the  production  of 
our  Publications  and  serial  volumes.  In  their  issue  his  ability 
and  critical  supervision  have  placed  them  at  a  high  plane  of 
excellence.  As  a  genial  friend,  a  worthy  member  of  Society, 
and  as  a  Christian  gentleman,  Mr.  Marvin  has  always  com- 
manded our  respect  and  esteem." 

Thomas  Minns,  who  died  in  Princeton  October  28,  was  one 
of  the  Charter  Members  of  this  Society  in  188 1,  and  served  as 
a  Director  from  1881  to  1885.  The  only  surviving  Charter 
Member  is  Rev.  Henry  Fitch  Jenks,  of  Canton. 

Mr.  Henry  Winchester  Cunningham  was  chosen  a  member 
of  the  Board  of  Directors  in  place  of  the  late  Dr.  Marvin. 
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At  the  beginning  of  the  year  your  President,  Vice-President 
Manning  and  Dr.  Brown,  were  appointed  delegates  to  the  Bay 
State  Historical  League,  and  have  attended  its  four  meetings 
—  on  January  25,  in  Boston,  at  the  new  building  of  the  New 
England  Historic  Genealogical  Society,  9  Ashburton  Place ; 
on  April  26,  in  Fitchburg,  at  the  new  building  of  the  Fitch- 
burg  Historical  Society;  on  June  21,  at  Marblehead,  where, 
after  visiting  the  summer  residence  of  our  member,  Mr.  Charles 
W.  Parker,  on  the  Neck,  and  enjoying  his  beautiful  garden  and 
fine  view  of  the  harbor  and  bay,  the  annual  meeting  was  held 
in  the  old  Lee  Mansion,  the  home  of  the  Marblehead  His- 
torical Society;  and  on  October  25,  at  Holliston,  where  the 
League  was  entertained  at  the  Town  Hall  by  the  Holliston 
Historical   Society. 

At  the  annual  meeting,  Hon.  James  P.  Parmenter,  President 
of  the  Arlington  Historical  Society,  was  chosen  President  of 
the  League,  and  your  President  one  of  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee, and  Charles  G.  Chick,  Esq.,  President  of  the  Hyde 
Park  Historical  Society,  read  a  valedictory  address  as  Presi- 
dent of  the  League. 

On  the  evening  of  March  16,  your  President  was  a  guest 
of  the  South  Boston  Improvement  Association,  at  the  anni- 
versary celebration  of  the  Evacuation  of  Boston  in  1776,  in 
the  hall  of  the  South  Boston  High  Schoolhouse  on  Dorchester 
Heights.  The  address  was  delivered  by  Arthur  Lord,  Esq., 
of  Plymouth,  President  of  the  Pilgrim  Society,  on  "John 
Thomas,  General  in  the  Revolution." 

On  July  9,  your  President  was  one  of  the  guests  of  Dr. 
Laon,  the  Minister  of  the  Argentine  Republic,  at  a  luncheon 
at  the  Copley  Plaza  Hotel,  given  by  him  to  the  officers  and 
cadets  of  the  Argentine  School  Frigate,  "  Presidente  Sarmi- 
ento,"  then  in  Boston  Harbor, — an  especially  brilliant  occa- 
sion, most  of  the  guests  being  in  the  uniforms  of  the  Navy  or 
Army  of  the  Argentine  or  of  the  United  States. 

On  September  1 1,  the  President  and  Clerk  attended  the 
"  house  warming  "  of  the  Lynn  Historical  Society  at  its  new 
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house  on  Green  Street;  and  on  the  17th,  they  represented 
the  Society  at  the  Ouincy  Day  Meeting  of  the  Quincy  Histori- 
cal Society  at  the  John  Quincy  Adams  birthplace.  The  John 
Adams  birthplace,  now  occupied  by  the  Adams  Chapter  of  the 
Daughters  of  the  Revolution,  the  Quincy  Mansion,  occupied  by 
the  Massachusetts  Society  of  Colonial  Dames  of  America,  and 
the  Adams  Mansion,  now  occupied  by  Brooks  Adams,  Esq., 
President  of  the  Quincy  Historical  Society,  were  all  opened 
for  the  reception  and  inspection  of  the  visitors. 

On  September  18,  your  President  was  the  guest  of  the 
City  Club  of  New  York,  at  the  unveiling  of  a  memorial 
boulder  at  the  grave  of  Thomas  Willett,  first  Mayor  of  New 
York,  in  1665,  in  the  burying  ground  at  Riverside,  a  few 
miles  below  Providence,  R.  I. ;  representatives  of  numerous 
societies  were  present  and  several  interesting  addresses  were 
made. 

On  November  17,  the  Clerk,  Mr.  Charles  F.  Read,  repre- 
sented this  Society,  and  gave  an  account  of  its  progress,  at  the 
organization  of  the  Melrose  Historical  Society  in  the  hall  of 
the  High  School  of  that  city. 

A  portrait  of  Col.  Thomas  Crafts,  Jr.,  of  the  Continental 
Army,  who,  with  Sheriff  Greenleaf,  read  the  Declaration  of 
Independence  from  the  balcony  of  this  building  in  1776,  was 
given  to  the  Society  on  July  18,  the  137th  anniversary,  by  some 
of  his  descendants  and  relations  ;  the  remarks  of  Mr.  Edward 
Blake  Robins  in  presenting  it  will  be  printed  in  the  annual 
proceedings.  The  portrait  was  painted  by  Miss  Rebekah  T. 
Furness,  a  descendant  of  Sheriff  Greenleaf,  from  a  miniature 
owned  by  Miss  Susan  Robins. 

On  July  4,  the  Declaration  of  Independence  was  read  from 
the  State  Street  balcony  by  Mr.  Frank  G.  Montague,  of  the 
Boston  Latin  School,  and  at  noon  of  December  24,  Christmas 
hymns  and  carols  and  America  were  played  there  by  four  cor- 
netists  of  the  Boston  Cadet  Band,  —  a  very  pleasing  feature, 
suggested  by  Adjutant  John  W.  Decrow,  of  the  First  Corps 
of  Cadets,  which  we  hope  will  be  repeated  in  years  to  come. 


TRUMPETERS    OF    THE    FIRST    CORPS    OF    CADETS 

PLAYING    CHRISTMAS    CAROLS    ON    THE    BALCONY    OF    THE    OLD    STATE    HOUSE, 
DECEMBER    24,    1913 


L 
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The  following  letter  has  been  received  recently  from  our 
honorary  member,  James  Eley,  Esquire,  Deputy  Mayor  of 
Boston,  England,  in  answer  to  an  inquiry  about  Guildhall  :  — 


u/y&torU 


28th  Dec'r,   191 3. 
Grenville  H.  Norcross,  Esq., 

President  Bostonian  Society,  Boston,  Mass.,  U.  S.  A. 

Dear  Sir:  — 

I  am  very  much  obliged  by  your  letter  of  the  i6th  inst.  The  restora- 
tion work  has  been  completed,  so  far  as  Guildhall  is  concerned  some  time 
since,  but  we  considered  new  doors,  interior  decoration,  and  removal  of 
wood-work,  (put  up  for  convenience  but  altogether  out  of  character),  and 
the  ordering  and  fixing  of  a  brass  plate  to  commemorate  the  work,  further 
suitable  gas  fittings,  and  paving  the  yard,  which  runs  the  whole  length  of 
the  building,  with  random  pavings  and  fixing  wrought-iron  gate  at  the 
entrance,  should  be  done  ;  and  we  passed  a  vote  in  common  Council  for 
;^I50  to  complete  the  work.  The  brass  plate  will  bear  the  following 
inscription :  — 

■5   Arms.  [■ 

Borough  of  Boston 

James  Eley,  Esquire,   Mayor. 

Be  it  known  that  this  ancient  Building  was  purchased  by 
Frank  Harrison,  Esquire,  J.  P.,  a  resident  of  this  Town  from 
the  Governors  of  the  Boston  Grammar  School  Foundation 
and  by  him  conveyed  to  the  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Burgesses 
of  this  Borough  for  the  use  of  the  Inhabitants  in  perpetuity, 
and  through  the  liberality  of  the  Inhabitants,  and  a  sub- 
stantial donation  from  the  Bostonian  Society,  Boston,  Mas- 
sachusetts, a  fund  was  raised  by  the  Mayor,  and  expended 
in  the  preservation  of  the  building  in  commemoration  of  the 
Reign  of  His  late  Majesty  King  Edward  VII. 

This  plate  will  be  about  2  feet  long  and  15  inches  wide  and  will  be 
fixed   in   the  panelled  room.       The  work   cannot  be  called   restoration. 
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beyond  putting  the  fabric  in  good  repair  —  for  if  restoration  complete 
had  been  decided  on,  we  should  have  had  to  restore  the  old  Criminal 
Court  fittings  and  other  objects,  all  matters  of  extreme  difficulty. 

If  I  can  be  informed  when  Mr.  Read  (and  possibly  others  with  him) 
will  pay  a  visit  to  the  old  country,  I  shall  be  pleased  to  postpone  the 
formal  opening  until  that  time,  in  the  hope  that  they  would  honour  the 
simple  ceremony  by  their  presence.  I  have  had  the  list  of  the  Bostonian 
Society  subscribers  framed,  and  shall  present  it  with  the  view  of  the  Old 
State  House,  you  so  kindly  sent  me,  to  the  Corporation  to  be  placed  on 
the  wall,  and  there  remain. 

The  parchment  Certificate  of  my  Honorary  Membership  has  been 
framed  in  old  oak  from  the  building  and  now  hangs,  a  highly  cherished 
possession,  in  my  dining  room. 

I  am  now  Deputy  Mayor  and  can  formally  open  the  building  when  I 
think  well,  and  shall  await  a  reply  as  to  the  probability  of  Mr.  Read's 
visit. 

With  much  respect  and  gratitude,  I  am  Dear  Sir, 

Yours  truly, 

JAMES    ELEY. 

The  Directors  of  the  Merchants  National  Bank  have  placed 
in  the  sidewalk  near  the  corner  of  State  and  Exchange  Streets, 
brass  lettering  and  an  arrow  pointing  to  the  location  in  State 
Street  of  the  Boston  Massacre,  March  5,  1770,  —  this  was 
suggested  by  our  custodian,  Mr.  John  W.  Kennington.  The 
bronze  tablet  which  was  on  the  former  bank  building  it  is 
hoped  to  replace,  in  an  improved  form,  on  the  present  building 
on  March  5th  next. 

For  the  Directors, 

Grenville  H.  Norcross, 

President. 


REPORT  OF  THE  COMMITTEE  ON  THE   ROOMS. 

The  Committee  on  the  Rooms  present  the  following  report 
for  191 3  :  — 

Among  the  various  articles  of  an  historical  character  which 
have  been  placed  in  the  Collections  during  the  past  year,  the 
following  are  of  special  interest. 

Several  relics  of  Daniel  Webster  have  been  given  to  the 
Society  by  Mrs.  Helen  Healy  French,  a  grand-daughter  of 
the  late  Hon.  John  P.  Healy,  City  Solicitor  and  Corporation 
Counsel  of  Boston  from  1856  until  his  death  in  1882,  and  for 
many  years  law  partner  of  Mr.  Webster,  and  by  Grenville  H. 
Norcross,  President  of  the  Society. 

They  include  the  tin  office  sign  marked  "  D.  Webster,"  used 
by  him  at  his  Boston  law  office,  46  Court  Street,  two  ivory- 
handled  seals,  one  making  the  impression  "  D.  W.,"  the  other 
the  phrase  "Vera  pro  Gratis,"  a  despatch  box  marked  "  Depart- 
ment of  State,  Washington,  D.  C,"  used  by  him  when  Secre- 
tary of  State,  and  a  pair  of  silk  stockings  worn  by  Mr.  Webster 
when  he  was  presented  to  Queen  Victoria  in  1839. 

From  the  Club  of  Odd  Volumes  we  have  received  a  copper- 
plate reproduction  of  Christian  Remick's  "  Landing  of  British 
Troops  in  Boston,  1768";  this  engraving,  which  is  one  of 
one  hundred  impressions,  was  made  by  Sidney  L.  Smith  in 
1904  from  an  original  water  color  belonging  to  the  Club ; 
it  is  hand  colored  from  the  original  by  Miss  Amy  G.  Smith, 
daughter  of  the  engraver. 

An  interesting  relic  of  the  olden  time  is  a  "  clock  jack," 
made  by  Simon  Willard,  the  famous  Boston  clock  maker.  The 
mechanism  of  the  clock  jack  is  described  at  length  in  the 
volume  entitled,  "  Simon  Willard  and  his  Clocks."  The  relic 
is  a  gift  from  his  descendant,  John  W.  Willard.  It  is  exhibited 
in  close  proximity  to  the  Bailey  roasting  jack,  which  was  given 
to  the  Society  in  19 10. 


A  revised  catalogue  of  the  collections  is  now  being  prepared  ; 
this  will  show  as  one  turns  the  pages,  how  valuable  and  inter- 
esting are  the  collections  of  relics  which  the  Society  has  ac- 
quired during  the  thirty-two  years  of  its  effort  to  preserve 
the  antiquities  of  Boston. 

The  Society  acknowledges  its  indebtedness  to  the  City  of 
Boston,  through  Mr.  Manus  J.  Fish,  Superintendent  of  Public 
Buildings,  for  painting  the  exterior  of  the  Old  State  House 
this  year.  The  contrast  of  color,  so  obtained  is  well  shown  in 
the  illustration  accompanying  this  year's  Annual  Proceedings, 
and  adds  greatly  to  the  attractiveness  of  this  ancient  building. 

The  Society,  through  the  Committee,  has  expended  during 
the  year  the  sum  of  $833.57  for  the  care  and  lighting  of  the 
Old  State  House  and  for  miscellaneous  expenses.  The  Souve- 
nir Account  has  received  the  sum  of  $156.94  from  the  sales 
of  souvenirs  and  prints,  and  there  has  been  expended  for  the 
same  account  $31.28. 

For  the  Committee, 

Joseph  G.  Minot, 
Henry  W.  Cunningham, 
The  President  and  the 
Clerk,  ex-officiis. 

Charles  F.  Read,   Clerk. 
December  J/,  /^/J. 


Francis  H.  Manning, 
Charles  H.  Taylor,  Jr. 
Courtenay  Guild, 


ADDITIONS    BY    GIFT    AND    LOAN 
TO    THE    SOCIETY'S    COLLECTIONS,    1913. 


description. 


Bowditch,     Frederick 
C. 


Brown,  Miss  Eliza  O. 


The  field  notes  and  plans  of  Boston  and  vicinity 
made  by  Mather  Withington,  surveyor,  1757- 
1831. 

Ancient  Snuff-box,  formerly  owned  by  John 
French,  of  Boston,  1 779-1 859.  Silk  Hand- 
kerchief bearing  the  Declaration  of  Inde- 
pendence. 
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Cary,    Miss    Susanna 
E.,  Estate  of 

Club  of  Odd  Volumes 


Cunningham,     Henry 
W. 

Davis,  Mrs.  Frank  B. 


Crafts,  Col.  Thomas, 
descendants  and  rel- 
atives of. 

Duggan,  John  A. 

Eaton,  Miss  Lucy  H. 
Estabrook,  Arthur  F. 


Farwell,  John  W. 

Faught,  George  N. 
Fenton,  Benjamin  F. 

French,     Mrs.     Helen 
Healy 

Mackintosh,  Newton 

Manning,  Francis  H. 


McDonald,  Henry  A. 
Nichols,  Arthur  H. 


DESCRIPTION. 


Photograph  of  the  Back  Bay  before  the  estab- 
lishment of  the  Public  Garden.  Fac  simile  copy 
of  a  letter  of  Benjamin  Franklin,  dated  1775. 

Copperplate  reproduction  of  Christian  Remick's 
"  Landing  of  British  Troops  in  Boston,  1768  "  ; 
made  by  Sidney  L.  Smith,  1904;  one  of  one 
hundred  impressions ;  colored  from  the  origi- 
nal by  Miss  Amy  G.  Smith. 

Piece  of  wood,  carved  in  the  shape  of  a  vase, 
from  one  of  the  Paddock  Elms,  planted  in 
1762,  cut  down,  1873. 

Miniatures  of  John  Watson  Davis,  1 782-1834, 
and  his  wife,  Susan  Hayden  Davis,  1802-60; 
the  former  was  Clerk  of  the  United  States 
District  Court  in  Boston,  1820-32. 

Oil  Portrait  of  Col.  Thomas  Crafts,  Jr.,  1740- 
gg,  from  a  miniature,  by  Miss  Rebekah  T. 
Furness. 

Two  lamps  which  were  formerly  in  the  Hancock 
Tavern. 

Miscellaneous  collection  of  documents  and  papers. 

Reproduction  made  in  191 3  of  a  lithograph  view, 
by  Lane  and  Scott,  made  about  1847,  of  the 
Commercial  Coffee  House,  corner  of  Milk  and 
Batterymarch  Streets. 

Wooden  balcony  bracket  from  the  Brattle  Street 
Meeting  House,  built  1772,  taken  down  1872. 

Collection  of  political  ballots. 

Pulley  sheave  from  the  Park  Street  Church 
spire. 

The  tin  office  sign  used  by  Daniel  Webster  at  his 
Boston  law  office.  Two  ivory  handled  Seals, 
formerly  the  property  of  Daniel  Webster. 

Daguerreotype  of  Peter  Mackintosh,  Boston, 
1757-1846. 

Medal  in  the  shape  of  a  Maltese  cross,  issued 
during  the  World's  Peace  Jubilee,  1872.  Pho- 
tograph of  Beebe  Block,  Winthrop  Square, 
built  in  1862,  burned  in  the  Great  Boston  Fire, 
1872. 

Photograph  of  an  ancient  building  standing  at 
the  corner  of  Washington  and  Pleasant  Streets. 

Two  "brasses"  or  gun-metal  bearings,  for  the 
"  gudgeons  "  or  pivots  of  one  of  the  bells  of 
Christ  Church,  placed  in  1774. 


i8 


Norcross,     Grenville 
H. 


O'Keefe,  Denis  J. 


Otis,  Herbert  F. 


Stockwell,  Francis  F. 
Estate  of 


Streeter,  Charles  H. 
Taylor,  Charles  H.,  Jr. 


Welsh,  Thomas  H. 

Wheelwright,  George 

W. 
Willard,  Albion  S. 
Willard,  John  W. 
Willcutt,.  Levi  L. 


DESCRIPTION. 


Broadside  urging  Boston  citizens  to  vote  the 
Whig  ticket  for  Mayor  and  Aldermen,  1853. 
Alderman's  gold  badge  in  the  shape  of  a  five- 
pointed  star,  1863-65  (a  Loan).  Despatch  box 
used  by  Daniel  Webster  when  United  States 
Secretary  of  State.  Pair  of  silk  stockings 
worn  by  Daniel  Webster  when  he  was  pre- 
sented to  Queen  Victoria  in  1839,  given  to 
Mr.  Norcross  by  Mrs.  John  P.  Healy. 

Cap  worn  by  William  B.  Watts  when  Chief  In- 
spector of  the  Boston  Police  Department  in 
1912. 

Original  copy  of  Hale's  Map  of  Boston,  18 14. 
(A  Loan). 

Carpenter's  iron  square,  marked  1764.  Sword 
made  of  wood  from  the  Boston  Museum  Build- 
ing, built  1841,  taken  down  1903.  Photograph 
of  the  north  side  of  Massachusetts  Avenue, 
from  Huntington  Avenue  to  St.  Botolph  Street, 
about  1885.  The  same  view  in  winter.  Mis- 
cellaneous collection  of  pictures  of  historic 
buildings  in  Boston  and  vicinity. 

Copper  card  plate  of  "  Mr.  and  Mrs.  N.  C. 
Streeter,  i  Province  Street,  Boston. 

Badge  in  the  form  of  a  silver  harp,  given  to  Mr. 
Gear,  musician,  in  1827.  Circular  of  the  N. 
E.  Tea  Company,  showing  Faneuil  and  Quincy 
Halls  during  the  fair  of  1850.  Roll  of  Honor 
of  the  Boston  Lancers,  1876.  Manuscript 
found  in  the  corner-stone  of  the  Goldthwait 
Building,  169  Washington  Street,  when  alter- 
ations were  recendy  made.  Photographs  of  the 
corner  of  Warren  and  Dudley  Streets,  Rox- 
bury,  the  present  site  of  the  Hotel  Dartmouth ; 
and  of  the  First  Church,  Eliot  Square,  Rox- 
bury.  Miscellaneous  collection  of  music-titles, 
business  cards  and  bills  of  sale. 

Certificate  of  Membership  of  Benjamin  Bailey  in 
the  Boston  Fire  Department,  181 9. 

Broadside,  entitled  "  New  Division  of  Wards, 
1805." 

Miscellaneous  collection  of  ancient  documents. 

Clock  jack  made  by  Simon  Willard. 

Photograph  of  Levi  L.  Willcutt,  1826-1912, 
Director  of  The  Bostonian  Society,  1894- 
1912. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  COMMITTEE  ON  THE  LIBRARY. 

The  Committee  on  the  Library  reports  as  follows  for  the 
year  1913  :  — 

During  the  year  ninety-four  volumes  and  one  hundred  and 
fifty-eight  pamphlets  were  added  to  the  Library,  and  the  Com- 
mittee has  expended  ^133.05  for  its  increase  and  maintenance. 

The  following  books "  deserve  mention  as  being  especially 
acceptable  to  the  Library.  Hon.  Henry  Cabot  Lodge,  Senior 
United  States  Senator  from  this  Commonwealth,  a  member  of 
the  Society,  has  given  us  a  copy  of  his  recently  published 
book,  "  Early  Reminiscences."  Remembering  that  his  early 
life  was  passed  on  Winthrop  Place  and  upper  Beacon  Street, 
before  advancing  trade  had  wrought  inevitable  change,  the 
book  has  a  value  to  all  who  would  study  the  history  of  Boston 
during  the  latter  half  of  the  last  century.  We  anticipate  with 
pleasure  Senator  Lodge's  promised  Reminiscences  of  the  later 
years  of  his  eventful  life. 

The  Massachusetts  Historical  Society  has  sent  us  Volume 
forty-six  of  its  Proceedings,  embracing  the  years  19 12-13, 
and  the  Colonial  Society  of  Massachusetts  has  placed  in  the 
Library  volumes  eleven  and  fourteen  of  its  Proceedings.  Men- 
tion may  now  be  made  that  this  latter  series  of  publications  is 
now  complete  and  indispensable  to  the  student  of  the  Colonial 
history  of  Massachusetts. 

Dr.  Gardner  W.  Allen,  a  member,  has  given  a  copy  of  his 
work  entitled  "A  Naval  History  of  the  American  Revolution," 
and  we  have  received  from  Francis  H.  Manning,  Vice-Presi- 
dent of  the  Society,  a  copy  of  the  book  entitled  "  Sixty  Years 
of  the  Union  Boat  Club." 

Among  other  books  are  "  My  Wanderings,"  by  Henry  Clay 
Barnabee,  respected  among  Boston  Thespians,  and  the  "  Life 
of  Sir   Harry  Vane,   the  Younger,"  by  Rev.  John  Willcock, 
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D.  D.,  of  Lerwick,  Shetland ;  these  are  gifts   from  President 
Norcross. 

Still  other  books  are  "  The  History  of  the  Granite  Industry 
in  New  England,"  by  Arthur  W.  Brayley,  a  member,  and 
from  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts,  the  Vital  Records, 
to  1850,  of  the  following  towns  of  the  State:  Carver,  Dux- 
bury,  Framingham,  Hopkinton,  Hull,  Newburyport,  volume  2, 
Sherburn,  Stow  and  Worthington. 

Two  interesting  books  have  been  added  to  the  Library  during 
the  year.  One  is  entitled  "  Fast  and  Thanksgiving  Proclama- 
tions of  Governors  of  Massachusetts."  This  collection  was 
largely  made  by  Rev.  Samuel  Stearns,  Minister  of  Bradford, 
Mass.,  from  1795  to  1834,  and  as  such  was  purchased  by  the 
Society.  Additional  proclamations  have  been  received  from 
President  Norcross  and  Dr.  Francis  H.  Brown,  and  it  is  hoped 
that  the  collection  may  eventually  become  a  complete  one. 
The  other  book  is  entitled  "  Souvenir  Post  Cards  of  Greater 
Boston,"  and  the  post  cards  contained  therein  have  been  largely 
given  to  the  Society  by  the  Detroit  Publishing  Co.  These 
well  known  makers  of  artistic  souvenir  post  cards,  believe 
rightly  that  in  coming  years,  this  interesting  book  will  be  a 
pictorial  history  of  the  Greater  Boston  of  19 13. 

The  James  Lyman  Whitney  Library  Fund  amounts  to 
$130.21  at  the  close  of  the  year.  It  is  growing  in  amount 
and  must  be  of  service  to  the  Library  of  the  Society  in  the 
future. 

For  the  Committee, 

Francis  H.  Brown,  James  A.  Noyes, 

Walter  K.  Watkins,  Edward  P.  Merritt, 

William  G.  Shillaber,  The  Clerk. 

Charles  F.  Read,   Clerk. 
December  J/,  /^/J. 
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ADDITIONS  TO  THE  SOCIETY'S  LIBRARY,  191 3. 


Donors. 

Vol- 

Pam- 

umes. 

phlets. 

Allen,  Gardner  W 

2 

Ancient  and  Honorable  Artillery  Company 

I 

Blaney,  Dwight 

I 

Brayley,  Arthur  W.      .         .         . 

2 

Boston  Cemetery  Department 

1 

I 

Boston  Port  and  Seaman's  Aid  Societ 

5^ 

I 

Boston  Public  Library 

5 

Boston  Public  Works  Department 

I 

Boston  Transit  Commission 

I 

Brown,  Francis  H.       .         .         . 

. 

6 

16 

Cary,  Seth  C 

I 

Church,  Edward  A.      .         . 

I 

Comstock,  William  0. 

I 

Colonial  Society  of  Massachusetts 

2 

Corey,  Mrs.  Deloraine  P.     . 

I 

Dorchester  (Mass.)  Historical  Society 

I 

Dyer,  E.  Alden    .... 

I 

Essex  Institute    .... 

4 

Field,  Vernon  A.         .         .          . 

I 

French,  Mrs.  Helen  H. 

I 

Higginson,  Mrs.  Henry  L.  . 

I 

Historical  and  Philosophical  Society  oi 

Ohic 

4 

Humphrey,  H.  B.  Co. 

2 

Hunnewell,  James  M 

I 

Illinois  State  Historical  Society  . 

I 

4 

Jackson,  Robert  T 

I 

Kansas  State  Historical  Society  . 

I 

Library  of  Congress     .... 

I 

I 

Lynn  (Mass.)  Historical  Society  . 

I 

Lowell  (Mass.)  Historical  Society 

4 

Lodge,  Henry  Cabot  .... 

^ 

Carried  fonvard        ..... 

29 

45 

Donors. 

Vol- 

Pam- 

umes. 

phlets. 

Brought  forward 

29 

45 

Maiden  (Mass.)  Historical  Society 

I 

Manning,  Francis  H 

I 

Massachusetts  Commissioner  of  Public  Records 

I 

Massachusetts  Historical  Society 

I 

Massachusetts  Secretary  of  State 

9 

Matthews,  Albert 

3 

Medford  (Mass.)  Historical  Society     . 

4 

Merrill,  Frank  T 

I 

Nantucket  Historical  Association 

I 

New  England  Baptist  Library 

I 

New  England  Historic  Genealogical  Society 

4 

New  England  Society  in  the  City  of  New  York 

I 

2 

New  Haven  Colony  Historical  Society 

I 

New  Jersey  Historical  Society      . 

I 

Nichols,  Arthur  H.      . 

I 

Norcross,  Grenville  H. 

13 

5 

Purchased  .... 

5 

Sears,  Horace  S. 

Shaw,  Francis      . 

»9 

Shumway,  Franklin  P. 

I 

Smithsonian  Institution 

. 

3 

State  Historical  Society  of  Iowa 

. 

4 

State  Historical  Society  of  Missouri     . 

4 

Society   for   the   Preservation   of   New    England 

Antiquities  ...... 

9 

Stockwell,  Francis  F.,  Estate  of   . 

25 

50 

Taylor,  Charles  H.,  Jr 

I 

2 

Thurber,  Samuel 

I 

Veteran  Association,  Independent  Corps  of  Cadet 

4 

Welch,  Charles  A.,  Estate  of        .         .         . 

I 

Western  Reserve  Historical  Society     . 

I 

White,  James  C 

I 

Woodbury,  Charles  J.  H 

I 

Total 

94 

164 
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Also  the  following : 
A  miscellaneous  collection  of  Fast  and  Thanksgiving  Proclama- 
tions of  Governors  of  Massachusetts,  to  be  placed  in  the  book 
bearing  the  title  "  Fast  and  Thanksgiving  Proclamations,"  from 
Grenville  H.  Norcross  and  Francis  H.  Brown.  A  miscellaneous 
collection  of  Souvenir  Post  Cards  of  Greater  Boston,  to  be  placed 
in  a  book  bearing  the  title  "  Souvenir  Post  Cards  of  Greater  Bos- 
ton," from  the  Detroit  Publishing  Company. 


COMMITTEE   ON    MEMORIALS. 

The  Committee  on  Memorials  reports  that  the  Boston  Mas- 
sacre Tablet  was  removed  from  its  position  early  in  the  year, 
on  account  of  the  demolition  of  the  Merchants  Bank  Building, 
which  had  stood  for  many  years  on  State  Street,  opposite  the 
Old  State  House. 

The  new  building  of  the  Merchants  Bank  is  now  completed, 
and  the  Committee  plan  to  place  the  tablet  thereon,  with  the 
consent  of  the  directors  of  the  bank  on  the  next  anniversary  of 
the  Boston  Massacre,  March  5,  19 14. 

The  Committee,  with  the  approval  of  the  Directors  of  this 
Society,  have  changed  the  inscription  on  the  tablet  so  that  it 
reads :  — 

The 

Boston    Massacre 

took  place  here 

5  March,  1770. 

For  the  Committee, 

CouRTENAV  Guild,  Boylston  A.  Beal, 

Harold  Murdock,  The  Clerk, 

Charles  F.  Read,  Clerk. 
December  JI,  igij. 
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COMMITTEE   ON    PUBLICATIONS. 

The  Committee  on  Publications  presents  the  following  report 
for  the  year  191 3  :  — 

During  the  year,  Volume  X  of  the  Bostonian  Society  Pub- 
lications has  been  issued,  and  the  character  of  its  contents 
make  it  worthy  of  a  place  among  books  relating  to  historic 
Boston. 

The  first  paper,  written  by  Fitz-Henry  Smith,  Jr.,  a  mem- 
ber, is  entitled,  "The  French  at  Boston  During  the  Revolu- 
tion," and  treats  in  a  most  interesting  manner  the  visit  to  this 
country  of  the  large  fleet  under  command  of  Count  d'Estaing, 
which  was  sent  to  the  aid  of  the  American  Colonies  by  His 
Most  Christian  Majesty  King  Louis  XVI  of  France.  The 
visit  of  this  fleet  forms  an  interesting  part  of  the  history  of 
Boston,  and  it  is  well  to  have  it  so  ably  described. 

"A  List  of  Inhabitants  in  Boston,  1699,"  follows.  This 
antedates  one  of  1780,  printed  last  year  in  Volume  IX,  and 
each  list  gives  us,  one  in  the  seventeenth  century  and  the 
other  in  the  succeeding  one,  the  names  of  the  citizens  who 
kept  Boston  in  the  forefront  of  American  towns.  The  list  was 
printed  in  1876  in  Volume  I  of  the  Boston  Record  Commis- 
sioners' Reports,  but  it  was  thought  wise  to  reprint  it  in  this 
volume. 

The  "  Newdigate  Fine,"  an  ancient  document,  in  the  Col- 
lections of  the  Society,  is  described  in  the  next  paper,  and 
its  story  is  told  in  an  exhaustive  way  by  our  late  esteemed 
Director,  William  T.  R.  Marvin,  L.  H.  D.  Dr.  Marvin  devoted 
the  last  weeks  of  his  long  and  useful  life  to  deciphering  the 
"  Fine,"  and  the  Society  is  thereby  much  his  debtor.  Valu- 
able assistance  was  rendered  in  the  preparation  of  the  paper 
by  Frederick  L.  Gay,  a  member,  who  engaged  the  service  of 
an  English  expert  to  revise  the  transcription  and  translation. 
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"The  Salem  Street  Sunday  School  List"  is  a  brief  but 
interesting  contribution  to  the  history  of  Boston,  at  a  period 
when  Salem  Street  was  one  of  the  Court  Ends  of  the  Town. 
At  present,  when  renewed  interest  is  being  shown  in  Christ 
Church  and  all  that  pertains  to  it,  this  list,  part  of  a  most 
interesting  past,  is  most  timely. 

The  paper  by  Frank  E.  Bradbury,  on  the  "  Laws  and 
Courts  of  the  Massachusetts  Bay  Colony,"  brings  to  our 
memory  how  the  early  citizens  of  Massachusetts  Bay  were 
subjected  to  severe  and  often  cruel  laws.  We,  who  live  in 
more  Hberal  and  enlightened  days,  may  congratulate  ourselves 
that  we  are  no  longer  subject  to  such  rigorous  legislative  and 
judicial  enactments. 

The  illustration  which  forms  the  frontispiece  of  this  issue 
of  the  "Annual  Proceedings,"  is  a  reproduction  in  colors  of  an 
oil  painting  in  the  Society's  Collections,  entitled  "  State  Street, 
1825."  The  artist  of  this  interesting  picture  was  Robert  Sal- 
mon, a  well  known  Boston  artist  of  his  time,  and  it  not  only 
shows  the  north-western  corner  of  the  Old  State  House,  but 
also  on  the  left,  the  granite  block  which  still  stands  about  a 
century  after  the  picture  was  painted. 

For  the  Committee, 

John  W.  Farwell,  Fitz- Henry  Smith,  Jr., 

Albert  Matthews,  Ernest  L,  Gay, 

The  Clerk. 

Charles  F.  Read,   Clerk. 
December  J/,  /p/J. 
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REPORT    OF    THE    COMMITTEE    ON    FINANCE. 

The  Committee  on  Finance  herewith  reports  for  the  year 
1913:  — 

At  the  close  of  the  year  19 12,  the  Permanent  Fund  of  the 
Society  amounted  to  $53,342.33,  of  which  $52,000  was  in- 
vested in  bonds,  figured  at  par. 

During  the  past  year  the  fund  has  been  increased  by  the 
sum  of  $1,140.34;  from  the  increase  of  the  James  Lyman 
Whitney  Fund,  a  payment  of  85%  of  a  legacy  of  $200, 
bequeathed  to  the  Society  by  the  will  of  the  late  Mrs.  Mehit- 
able  C.  Wilson,  the  widow  of  a  former  life  member,  the  fees 
of  twenty-three  new  life  members,  and  the  unexpended  interest 
of  the  Permanent  Fund. 

The  Committee  has  purchased  during  the  year  two  New 
England  Telephone  Company's  5%  $1,000  bonds,  at  a  cost  of 
$2,030. 

The  fund,  therefore,  at  the  close  of  the  year  19 13,  consists 
of  $54,000,  invested  in  bonds,  figured  at  par,  the  James  Lyman 
Whitney  Library  Fund,  deposited  in  the  Franklin  Savings 
Bank,  of  $130.21,  and  an  uninvested  balance  of  $352.42.  This 
makes  a  sum  total  of  $54,482.63, 

For  the  Committee, 

Grenville  H.  Norcross,  Francis  H.  Manning, 

COURTENAY    GuiLD. 

Charles  F.  Read,   Clerk. 
Drcember  JI,  igij. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  COMMITTEE  ON  NOMINATIONS. 

The  Committee  which  was  appointed  to  nominate  Officers 
of  the  Bostonian  Society  for  the  ensuing  year,  begs  to  report 
that  it  has  attended  to  its  duty  and  proposes  the  following 
candidates :  — 

For  Clerk  and  Treasurer, 
Charles   F.  Read. 

For  Directors, 


Joshua  P.  L.  Bodfish, 
Francis  H.  Manning, 
Charles  H.  Taylor,  Jr. 
John  W.  Farwell, 


Grenville    H.  Norcross, 
Courtenay  Guild, 
Francis  H,  Brown, 
Joseph  Grafton  Minot, 


Henry  W.  Cunningham. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted, 

George  Wigglesworth,  \ 
John  P.  Reynolds,  /    Nominating 

Julius  H.  Tuttle,  (     Committee. 

Samuel    C.  Clough,         ) 

The  Report  of  the  Committee  was  accepted,  and  the  Society 
then  proceeded  to  the  election  of  officers  for  the  ensuing  year. 
The  result  as  reported  by  the  tellers  —  Messrs.  Joseph  C. 
Storey  and  Walter  K.  Watkins  —  showed  the  unanimous  choice 
of  the  gentlemen  named  on  the  ballot,  as  nominated. 

It  was  ordered  that  the  President's  Report,  together  with  the 
reports  of  the  several  Committees  as  submitted  at  the  Annual 
Meeting,  and  the  Treasurer's  Report,  with  the  Membership 
Rolls,  etc.,  be  printed  in  the  Annual  Proceedings. 

On  motion  the  Society  then  adjourned. 

Charles  F.  Read,   Clerk. 
January  20,  1^14. 


SPECIAL    FUNDS. 


The  Invested  Funds  of   the  Society  include  the  following 
Special  Funds  :  — 


Boston  Memorial  Association  Fund 
Robert  Charles  Billings  Memorial  Fund  . 
Edward  Ingersoll  Browne  Memorial  Fund 
George  Oliver  Carpenter  Memorial  Fund 
Benjamin  Hill  Dewing  Memorial  Fund  . 
Curtis  Guild  Memorial  Fund  . 
James  Frothingham  Hunnewell  Memorial  Fund 
Otis  Norcross  Centennial  Memorial  Fund 
Catherine  Page  Perkins  Memorial  Fund  . 
Samuel  Elwell  Sawyer  Memorial  Fund  . 
Joseph  Henry  Stickney  Memorial  Fund  . 
William  Blake  Trask  Memorial  Fund 
Robert  Charles  Winthrop,  Jr.,  Memorial  Fund 
James  Lyman  Whitney  Library  Fund 
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COL.  THOMAS    CRAFTS,  JR. 
1 740- 1 799. 

A  Paper  read  before  the  Bostonian  Society,  by  Edward  Blake 
Robins,  at  a  Special  Meeting  held  July  18,  1913. 

To-day,  July  18,  191 3,  at  i  P.  M.,  being  the  137th  anni- 
versary of  the  day  and  hour  in  1776  when  Col.  Thomas  Crafts, 
Jr.,  first  read  the  Declaration  of  Independence  in  the  Council 
Chamber  of  the  Old  State  House  in  Boston,  some  of  his  direct 
and  collateral  descendants  present  this  life-size  portrait  of  him 
to  the  Bostonian  Society,  to  be  hung  in  this  very  room.  He 
is  dressed  in  the  "uniform  for  the  regular  regiments  of  Artil- 
lery fixed  in  all  its  details  in  i  Tjy  "  by  the  Continental  Con- 
gress. This  uniform  he  wore  later  as  Colonel  of  the  Train  of 
Artillery  raised  in  Boston  immediately  after  its  evacuation  by 
the  British.  In  this  Train,  Paul  Revere  was  Lieutenant-Colonel, 
John  Pulling  was  a  Captain,  and  other  well  known  patriots 
served. 

The  Declaration  of  Independence  was  passed  July  4,  1776, 
at  Philadelphia.  The  Records  of  the  Massachusetts  Council 
of  Wednesday,  July  17,  1776,  show  their  arrangements  for  its 
publication  in  Boston  and  throughout  the  State :  — 

The  Comittee  to  whom  was  referr'd,  to  take  under  Confideration 
what  way  manner  &  form,  the  Declaration  of  the  Continental  Con- 

grefs  shou'd  be  made  Publick Report  that  the  faid  Declaration 

be  proclaim'd  by  the  Sherrif  of  the  County  of  Suffolk,  from  the 
Balcony  of  the  State  Houfe  in  Bofton,  on  Thurfday  next  at  One 
OClock  P  M  in  Prefence  of  &  under  Dire6lion  of  a  Comittee  of 
Council  to  be  appoint^  for  that  purpofe,  that  the  Reprefentatives, 
Magiftrates,  Minifters,  &  Sele<5lmen  of  the  faid  Town,  &  Other 
Gentlemen,  the  Commiflion  Officers  of  the  Continen*'  Army,  fta- 
tioned  in  Bofton,  Alfo  of  the  Militia  of  Bofton  &  of  the  Colonial 
Regiments  there,  be  defired  to  meet  at  y^  Council  Chamber  at  that 
time,  and  that  the  Militia  of  the  Town  of  Bofton,  &  fuch  of  the 
Contint^  Army,  &  of   the   Colonial  Regiments  as  can  be  fpared 
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from    Duty,    be    drawn    up    in   State   Street   at  y^  fame  time 

And  that  the  f'^  Declaration  be  printed  &  a  Coppy  sent  to  the 
Minifters  of  every  Parifh,  of  every  Denomination  within  the  State, 
and  that  they  feverally  be  required  to  read  the  fame  to  their  re- 
fpective  Congregations,  as  foon  as  divine  Service  is  Concluded  in 
the  Afternoon,  of  the  first  Lords  Day,  after  thay  fhall  have  receiv'd 
it,  and  After  fuch  Publication  thereof  to  deliver  the  faid  Declara- 
tion to  the  Clerks  of  their  refpective  Towns  or  Diftridls,  who  are 
hereby  required  to  record  the  fame  in  their  refpective  Town  or 
Diflrid  Books,  there  to  remain  as  a  perpetual  Memorial  thereof,  --- 
That  the  Comittee  of  Council  who  ihall  be  Appointed  for  the 
Abovementioned  Purpose,  be  Impower'd  to  dire6t  the  Other  pro- 
ceedings relative  to  faid   Proclamation,   in   fuch   Manner   as    they 

shall  judge  proper By  Order  of  y^  Council 

Richard  Derby  Jun""  Presid' 

On  Motion  Ordered  that  James  Bowdoin,  Artemas  Ward,  Rich- 
ard Derby,  Thomas  Cufhing,  John  VVinthrop,  Mofes  Gill,  Will°» 
Phillips,  Benja  Auflin  &  Francis  Dana  Esq''^  be  a  Committee  to 
repair  to  Boston  to  dire(5l  the  Manner  relative  to  the  Proclaiming 
the  Declaration  of  Congress 

In  accordance  therewith,  the  above  officials,  etc.,  met  in 
the  Council  Chamber,  while  the  troops  and  a  great  crowd  of 
spectators  filled  the  street,  on  Thursday,  July  i8,  1776.  Mrs. 
Abigail  Adams,  wife  of  John  Adams,  later  the  second  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States,  wrote  July  21st:  —  "Last  Thurs- 
day, after  hearing  a  very  good  sermon,  I  went  with  the  multi- 
tude into  King  Street  to  hear  the  proclamation  for  indepen- 
dence read  and  proclaimed.  Some  field  pieces  from  the  train 
were  brought  there.  The  troops  appeared  under  arms,  and  all 
the  inhabitants  assembled  there."  A  report  of  the  meeting 
in  the  Council  Chamber  says  :  —  "  Exactly  as  the  clock  struck 
I,  Col,  Crafts,  who  occupied  the  Chair,  rose  and  read  aloud 
the  Declaration.  This  being  finished,  the  gentlemen  stood 
up,  and  each,  repeating  the  words  as  they  were  spoken  by  an 
officer,  swore  to  uphold  the  rights  of  his  Country."  Imme- 
diately afterwards.  Col.  Crafts  stepped  out  on  to  the  Balcony. 
Here  the  Sheriff  of  Suffolk  County,  William  Greenleaf,  read 
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the  Declaration;  —  but,  as  he  had  a  very  weak  voice,  Col. 
Crafts,  who  was  an  immense  man  with  a  stentorian  voice,  read 
it  after  him,  sentence  by  sentence.  It  is  a  family  tradition 
that  somebody  in  the  crowd  exclaimed :  —  "I  wouldn't  give 
much  for  that  man's  chance  to  save  his  head  !  "  Then  cheer- 
ing began  in  the  Council  Chamber  and  passed  to  the  street, 
which  rang  with  loud  huzzas,  the  boom  of  the  cannon,  firing 
13  guns,  and  the  infantry,  13  volleys,  commemorative  of  the 
13  colonies,  the  ringing  of  bells  and  the  boom  of  the  guns  in 
the  forts.  Then  the  sentiment: — "God  Save  our  American 
States!"  was  given  from  the  Balcony;  —  followed  by  Mr. 
Bowdoin's  sentiment: — "Stability  and  Perpetuity  to  Ameri- 
can Independence  !  "     There  was  tremendous  cheering. 

Afterwards  there  was  a  banquet  in  the  Council  Chamber, 
where  all  the  richer  citizens  appeared ;  large  quantities  of 
liquor  were  distributed  among  the  mob,  and,  when  night  closed 
in,  darkness  was  dispelled  by  a  general  illumination.  After 
dinner  the  King's  arms  were  taken  down  from  the  State 
House,  the  Custom  House,  the  Court  House  and  from  all 
shops  and  stores  occupied  by  those  having  Tory  proclivities, 
were  brought  in  front  of  the  Bunch  of  Grapes  Tavern  (corner 
of  State  and  Kilby  Streets),  and,  being  there  collected  into  a 
large  pile,  were  converted  into  a  blazing  and  brilliant  bonfire  to 
the  manifest  delight  of  all.  There  were  no  violent  outbreaks, 
and  no  outrage  was  committed  on  anybody's  person.  On  the 
following  Lord's  Day,  July  21st,  the  Declaration  was  read  in 
all  the  churches  after  the  religious  exercises  had  closed. 

Thomas  Crafts,  Jr.,  was  born  in  Boston,  July  17,  1740; 
and  died  in  Boston,  January  14,  1799.  On  June  30,  1763,  he 
married  Frances  Pinkney  Gore,  daughter  of  John  Gore,  and 
sister  of  Governor  Christopher  Gore. 

In  1765  he  joined  the  Ancient  and  Honorable  Artillery 
Company.  He  also  joined,  and  was  appointed  Lieutenant 
and  Fire- Worker  in,  Paddock's  Train  of  Artillery,  which  had 
been  formed  in  1763.  March  22,  1765,  the  Stamp  Act  was 
passed,   to  take  effect   November    i.       This    stirred    up    the 
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people  tremendously.  Crafts  joined  the  "  Sons  of  Liberty  ; " 
and  was  one  of  eight  of  them  "  who  prepared  and  hung  an 
effigy  of  Andrew  Oliver,  the  Stamp  Officer,  on  the  Liberty 
Tree,  —  then  took  it  down,  carried  it  on  a  bier  through  the 
streets  of  Boston,  and  finally  burned  it."  On  May  i6,  1766, 
news  was  received  of  the  Repeal  of  the  Stamp  Act ;  —  and 
Crafts  was  one  of  the  Committee  to  make  preparations  for  a 
day  of  general  and  the  very  greatest  rejoicing;  —  which  was 
celebrated  on  May  19. 

In  June,  1767,  the  Tax  was  levied  on  Tea,  etc.  In  opposi- 
tion to  these  acts  of  the  British  Government  the  "  North  End 
Caucus "  was  formed,  of  which  he  was  a  member.  There 
were  also  formed  the  "South  End  Caucus,"  the  "Middle 
District  Caucus,"  and  the  "Long  Room  Club,"  —  all  under 
the  "  Sons  of  Liberty"  ;  —  but  the  "  North  End  Caucus  "  was 
the  most  important  of  these.  They  were  all  breeders  of  re- 
sistance to  Great  Britain.  Sept.  28,  1768,  the  first  additions 
were  made  to  the  British  garrison  at  Castle  William.  On 
October  i,  1768,  700  British  soldiers,  with  fixed  bayonets  and 
ten  rounds  of  ammunition,  and  with  two  cannon,  landed  and 
marched  to  the  Common.  There  they  were  joined  on  Novem- 
ber 10  by  parts  of  two  other  regiments.  Collisions  with  the 
inhabitants  followed,  which  finally  culminated  in  the  "  Boston 
Massacre  "  on  March  5,  1770.  Then,  on  demand  of  the  people, 
the  soldiers  were  withdrawn  to  Castle  William. 

By  October  23,  1773,  discontent  had  developed  to  the  point 
that  the  "  North  End  Caucus  "  voted  :  —  "That  this  body  will 
oppose  the  vending  any  Tea,  sent  by  the  East  India  Company 
to  any  part  of  the  Continent,  with  our  lives  and  fortunes." 
Many  other  meetings  were  held,  and  attempts  made  to  have 
the  Tea  returned  without  landing,  but  in  vain.  Finally,  on 
December  16,  1773,  the  "Boston  Tea  Party"  dumped  over- 
board all  the  tea,  brought  in  three  vessels  and  valued  at 
;^  1 8,000.  Crafts  was  a  member  of  this  determined  band,  as 
was  his  brother-in-law,  Samuel  Gore.  A  fourth  vessel  was 
treated  in  the  same  way  soon  after,  March,  1774. 
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May  lo,  1774,  the  "Boston  Port  Bill"  was  printed  in  the 
Boston  journals,  closing  up  the  Port  of  Boston,  which  then 
had  a  business  of  about  1,000  vessels  per  annum.  Meetings 
were  held  here  and  all  over  the  country,  and  messages  were 
sent  to  and  fro,  so  that  by  the  end  of  this  month  all  the  colo- 
nists had  made  the  cause  of  Boston  their  own,  and  were  for  the 
first  time  welded  into  one  great  commonwealth,  June  i  Bos- 
ton was  closed  to  all  incoming  vessels  ;  —  on  June  14  it  was 
closed  to  all  outgoing  vessels.  On  June  2  news  was  received 
of  two  new  oppressive  Acts  of  Parliament,  viz :  — "  For  the 
Better  Regulation  of  Government "  ;  —  and  "  For  the  More  Im- 
partial Administration  of  Justice."  From  June  i  to  Novem- 
ber 5  new  British  troops  arrived  and  were  encamped  on  the 
Common.  Many  meetings  of  indignation  were  held.  On 
July  19  Crafts  was  chosen  on  the  "  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means  "  ;  —  also  on  the  "  Donation  Committee  "  to  provide  for 
"  the  sufferers  from  want  of  employment  by  means  of  the  Act 
shutting  up  the  Port  of  Boston."  They  held  communication 
with  patriots  from  Canada  to  Georgia  and  West  Virginia.  On 
September  5  the  First  Continental  Congress  was  held  in  Phil- 
adelphia. On  September  9  the  celebrated  "  Suffolk  Resolves  " 
were  adopted  in  a  Suffolk  County  Convention,  which  were 
later  endorsed  by  Congress  and  all  the  Colonies.  On  Decem- 
ber 7  Crafts  was  chosen  on  a  "  Committee  to  carry  the  resolu- 
tions of  the  late  Continental  Congress  into  effect." 

February  i,  1775,  the  Second  Provincial  Congress  of  Mas- 
sachusetts assembled.  Conviction  was  becoming  general  that 
force  alone  could  settle  matters.  Militia  were  organized,  arms 
were  collected,  generals  appointed,  etc.  February  23  Pad- 
dock's Train  was  investigated  to  know  how  many  could  be 
depended  on,  officers  and  men,  when  the  Continental  Army 
should  take  the  field.  (Paddock  was  a  Tory,  as  was  Crafts' 
father-in-law,  John  Gore,  and  both  were  expelled  from  the 
country  with  other  Tories  later).  March  i,  Crafts,  Revere 
and  four  others  were  imprisoned  in  Castle  William  for  two  days 
for  fear  they  would  give  information  of  a  movement  of  British 
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troops.  They  formed  themselves  into  a  regular  Committee 
of  Information  and  Correspondence  to  and  from  New  York. 
On  April  19th  was  fought  the  Battle  of  Lexington.  Then 
our  troops  gathered  about  Boston,  built  fortifications  and  grad- 
ually established  a  siege.  Then  came  the  Battle  of  Bunker 
Hill  on  June  17,  and  on  July  3  General  Washington  took  com- 
mand of  the  army  at  Cambridge.  On  May  10  the  Second 
Continental  Congress  had  convened  at  Philadelphia  and  had 
adopted  the  army  besieging  Boston,  thus  forming  the  origin  of 
the  Continental  Army.  Ticonderoga  was  captured  by  Ethan 
Allen,  and  soon  after  Crown  Point  by  Arnold.  The  siege  of 
Boston  began  to  be  very  strict,  and  great  distress  was  felt  by 
the  inhabitants  and  troops.  By  October  the  plan  of  Inde- 
pendence had  become  a  favorite  point  in  the  Army,  and  Gen- 
eral Greene  advocated  a  Declaration.  December  2  Henry 
Knox  (later  General)  was  commissioned  Colonel  of  the  regular 
Regiment  of  Artillery,  just  formed ;  and  on  December  1 1 
Washington's  Aide  wrote  to  Crafts  :  —  "I  have  it  in  command 
from  his  Excellency  to  inform  you  that  the  Majority  in  the 
Regiment  of  Artillery  is  now  vacant,  and  that  he  would  wish 
you  to  fill  it  in  preference  to  any  other  person."  But  ap- 
parently Crafts  was  unable  to  leave  Boston  then.  The  siege 
continued,  drawing  closer  and  closer.  Finally,  when  Wash- 
ington had  a  supply  of  powder  and  cannon,  principally  drawn 
by  Colonel  Knox  on  ox-sleds  from  Fort  George,  he  decided 
to  seize  Dorchester  Heights,  which  was  done  on  the  night  of 
March  4,  1776.  The  British  undertook  a  "forlorn  hope" 
of  an  assault  on  us  there,  while  we  planned  an  attack  on  the 
city  from  Cambridge  by  boat.  But  a  terrible  storm  prevented 
both  movements.  The  British  then  decided  to  evacuate,  which 
they  did  on  March  17. 

All  had  so  far  been  suffered  by  Boston  and  Massachusetts. 
All  fighting  had  been  done  by  Massachusetts,  Connecticut, 
Rhode  Island  and  New  Hampshire,  and  part  of  one  regiment 
from  the  South.  Massachusetts  was  as  much  the  great  sup- 
porter of   the    Colonies,  as    Boston  had  been   leader  of   the 
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towns.  The  jiTst  attack  was  made  on  tJiis  Colony  ;  —  we  had 
to  keep  a  regular  force  without  the  advantage  of  a  regular 
government;  —  we  had  to  support  in  the  field  12,000  to 
14,000  men,  while  the  troops  of  all  other  New  England 
States  were  8,500. 

But  several  British  vessels  remained  in  our  harbor  long  after 
the  troops  had  gone.  March  29,  1776,  Crafts  was  elected  on 
the  "  Committee  of  Correspondence,  Inspection  and  Safety," 
and  on  the  same  date  he  was  chosen  one  of  a  Committee 
of  three  to  wait  on  Gen.  Washington,  to  request  that  four 
pieces  of  cannon  in  the  Continental  Train,  belonging  to  Bos- 
ton, should  not  be  carried  away  when  the  army  moved.  Two 
of  these  pieces  were  the  "Hancock"  and  "Adams"  (now  in 
Bunker  Hill  Monument  at  Charlestown),  both  of  which  were 
later  assigned  to  Col.  Crafts'  own  Train  and  were  used  by 
them  in  their  entire  service. 

May  8  he  was  commissioned  Lieutenant-Colonel  of  an  Artil- 
lery Battalion  (seven  companies),  to  be  raised  for  the  defence 
of  Boston.  June  13  he  took  part  with  his  Train,  in  the  expe- 
dition to  the  islands  around  Nantasket  Roads,  from  which  the 
next  day  they  drove  the  last  of  the  British  fleet  out  of  our 
harbor.  June  14,  1776,  exactly  two  years  to  a  day  since  the 
harbor  was  entirely  closed  by  the  "Port  Bill"  on  June  14, 
1774.  On  June  17-18  they  captured  three  vessels  with  700 
Scotch  Fusileers.  He  was  commissioned  Colonel  November 
27,  1776,  —  three  additional  companies  having  been  authorized 
for  his  regiment.  He  served  continuously  from  March  8, 
1776,  to  February  26,  1779;  and  from  June  26  to  August 
26,  1779.  He  was,  at  least  part  of  that  time,  "Commanding 
Officer  of  Dorchester  Heights  and  all  the  Harbor  Forts  and 
Noddle's  Island"  (East  Boston).  Col,  Crafts  served  with  his 
regiment  on  two  expeditions  to  Rhode  Island,  —  in  1777  and 
1778. 

November  11,  1776,  Col.  Crafts  was  one  of  a  Committee 
"  to  prepare  a  list  for  collecting  an  account  of  the  damages 
sustained   since   the   Boston   Port    Bill."       May   3,    1777,   he 
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was  one  of  a  Committee  "  to  take  the  mind  of  the  town 
with  respect  to  the  best  method  of  preparation  and  defence 
at  this  important  crisis."  May  17,  1777,  "The  Selectmen 
of  Boston  laid  before  the  Town  a  list  of  persons  they  judged 
to  be  inimical  to  the  United  States";  —  and  Col.  Crafts 
was  chosen  on  a  Committee  to  wait  upon  "  the  Honourable 
Council  of  this  State  and  desire  that  Persons,  voted  by  the 
Town  to  be  inimical  to  these  States,  be  immediately  appre- 
hended and  confined."  May  28,  1777,  Col.  Crafts  was  one 
of  a  Committee  "appointed  to  prepare  a  draft  of  Instructions 
for  our  Representatives  in  General  Assembly  in  regard  to 
forming  a  plan  for  a  new  Government."  July  23,  1777,  Col. 
Crafts  was  one  of  a  Committee  "  to  procure  subscriptions  from 
such  persons  as  were  willing  to  lend  the  Town  money,  without 
interest,  for  the  purchase  of  articles  for  the  alleviation  of  the 
distress  caused  by  the  siege." 

After  the  Revolutionary  War  Col.  Crafts  was  a  Selectman 
of  Boston  for  seven  years  from  1790.  From  1788  to  1795, 
inclusive,  he  was  County  Treasurer.  He  was  Justice  of  the 
Peace  for  many  years.  He  is  described  by  Josiah  Quincy,  in 
his  "  Celebrities  of  Boston,"  as  the  "Jocund  and  witty  Crafts." 

This  portrait  of  Colonel  Crafts  has  been  presented  to  the 
Bostonian  Society  by  his  :  — 

Collateral  Descendants.  Direct  Descendants, 

Prof.  James  M.  Crafts.  Richard  Robins 

Dr.  Leo  M.   Crafts.  Edward  B.  Robins. 

J.  Chancellor  Crafts.  Julia  G.  Robins. 

Susan  P.  B.  Robins. 

It  is  copied  from  a  miniature,  now  the  property  of  his  great- 
grand-daughter.  Miss  Susan  P.  B.  Robins,  Col.  Craft's  oldest 
daughter  having  married  Jonathan  Dorby  Robins.  It  was 
painted  by  Miss  Rebekah  T.  Furness,  who,  it  is  interesting 
to  note,  is  the  great-great-grand-daughter  of  Sheriff  William 
Greenleaf,  who,  assisted  by  Col.  Crafts,  read  the  Declaration 
of  Independence  from  the  Balcony  of  the  Old  State  House 
in  Boston. 
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THE    ELIOT    SCHOOL. 

A  Paper  read  before  the  Bostonian  Society,  December  i6,  19 13, 
by  Harvey  N.  Shepard. 

It  is  quite  in  accord  with  the  fitness  of  things,  that  a  paper 
upon  the  Eliot  School  should  be  read  before  the  Bostonian 
Society,  since  so  many  of  its  graduates,  George  O.  Carpenter, 
Edward  H.  Dunn,  Levi  L.  Willcutt,  and  others,  have  been 
among  your  prominent  members ;  and  I  am  grateful  that  you 
have  given  me  the  honor  of  presenting  it. 

"The  propagation  of  the  gospel,"  say  the  archives  of  the 
Massachusetts  Bay  Company  in  1629,  "  is  the  thing  we  do 
profess  above  all  to  be  our  aim  in  settling  this  plantation." 
"  Necessitie,"  says  one  of  the  Company,  "may  presse  some; 
noveltie  draw  on  others  ;  hopes  of  gaine  in  time  to  come  may 
prevail  with  a  third  sort ;  but  that  the  most  sincere  and  godly 
part  have  the  advancement  of  the  gospel  for  their  main  scope 
I  am  confident."  Religion  then  was  their  dominant  motive  ; 
its  inspiration  brought  them  here,  and  its  influence  is  seen  in 
every  act  of  their  lives.  They  were  well  aware  they  could  not 
"  beat  Satan  in  all  his  lairs,"  unless  they  threw  the  light  of 
education  upon  the  darkness  of  ignorance,  and  kept  it  there. 

Among  the  records,  therefore,  of  the  transactions  of  a  public 
meeting,  held  in  Boston  the  thirteenth  of  the  second  month, 
1635,  this  noteworthy  item  is  recorded  :  "  Likewise  it  was  then 
generally  agreed  upon,  that  our  brother,  Philemon  Pormort, 
shalbe  intreated  to  become  schole-master  for  the  teaching  and 
nourtering  of  children  with  us."  *  As  no  provision,  however, 
was  made  for  the  support  of  a  school,  Mr.  Pormort  probably 
declined  the  position ;  as  no  mention  of  a  master  is  made  again 
until  August  12,  1636,  when,  "At  a  general  meeting  of  the 
richer  inhabitants,"  subscriptions  were  "given  toward  the 
maintenance  of  a  free  schoolmaster  for  the  youth  with  us,  Mr. 

*  Boston  Town  Records,  p.  3. 
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Daniel  Maud  being  now  also  chosen  thereunto."  Then  the 
schools  of  Boston  began.  Their  support  was  assured  by  this 
subscription,  with  the  name  of  Governor  Henry  Vane  heading 
the  list  with  ten  pounds,  Deputy  Governor  John  Winthrop 
with  ten  pounds,  Mr.  Richard  Ballingham  with  ten  pounds, 
and  forty-three  others,  some  giving  only  four  shillings ;  the 
whole  making  fifty  pounds.  Besides  the  subscription,  which 
was  insufficient,  the  town,  in  1641,  passed  an  order,  giving  the 
rent  of  Deer  Island  "  for  the  maintenance  of  a  Free  School 
for  the  Towne  and  such  other  occasions  as  the  Townsmen  for 
the  time  being  shall  think  meet ;  the  said  school  being  suffi- 
ciently provided  for." 

In  1642  the  General  Court  of  the  Colony  required  the 
Selectmen  of  every  town  to  "  have  a  vigilant  eye  over  their 
brethren  and  neighbors  ;  to  see  first  that  none  of  them  shall 
suffer  so  much  barbarism  in  any  of  their  families  as  not  to 
endeavor  to  teach,  by  themselves  or  others,  their  children  or 
apprentices  so  much  learning  as  may  enable  them  to  read  the 
English  tongue  and  obtain  a  knowledge  of  the  capital  laws, 
upon  penalty  of  twenty  shillings  for  each  neglect  therein." 
Another  order  of  the  General  Court,  in  1647,  reads  :  "  It  being 
one  of  the  objects  of  the  old  deluder,  Satan,  to  keep  man  from 
the  knowledge  of  the  Scriptures,  as  in  former  times  by  keep- 
ing them  in  an  unknown  tongue ;  so  in  these  later  times  by 
persuading  from  the  use  of  tongues ;  and  so  at  last  the  true 
sense  and  meaning  of  the  original  might  be  clouded  by  false 
gloss  of  saint  seeming  deceivers  ;  now  that  learning  may  not 
be  buried  in  the  graves  of  our  fathers,  in  the  Church  and 
Commonwealth,  the  Lord  assisting  our  endeavors,  it  is  there- 
fore Ordered,  That  every  township  in  this  jurisdiction,  after 
the  Lord  has  increased  them  to  fifty  householders,  shall  then 
forthwith  appoint  one  within  their  own  town  to  teach  all  such 
children  as  shall  resort  to  him  to  write  and  read  ....  and  it  is 
further,  — 

"  Ordered,  That  when  any  town  shall  increase  to  the  num- 
ber of  one  hundred  families  or  households,  they  shall  set  up  a 
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grammar  school  ;  the  master  thereof  being  able  to  instruct 
youth  so  far  as  they  may  be  fitted  for  the  university." 

In  the  records  of  the  General  Court  for  May  3,  1654,  we 
read  :  —  "  Forasmuch  as  it  greatly  concerns  the  welfare  of  this 
country  that  the  youth  thereof  be  educated,  not  only  in  good 
literature  but  sound  doctrine,  this  Court  doth  therefore  com- 
mend it  to  the  serious  consideration  and  special  care  of  the 
officers  of  the  college  and  the  selectmen  of  the  several  towns, 
not  to  admit  or  suffer  any  such  to  be  continued  in  the  office 
or  place  of  teaching,  educating,  or  instructing  of  youth  or 
children,  in  the  college  or  schools,  that  have  manifested  them- 
selves unsound  in  the  faith,  or  scandalous  in  their  lives,  and 
not  giving  due  satisfaction  according  to  the  rules  of  Christ." 
And  in  1701  it  ordered  that  grammar  masters  be  approved  by 
the  ministers,  by  certificate  under  their  hands. 

For  nearly  fifty  years  the  school,  which  was  established  in 
1636,  and  which  afterwards  was  known  as  the  Boston  Latin 
School,  was  the  only  school  supported  by  the  town;  but  in 
1682  it  became  so  crowded  that  two  other  schools  were  estab- 
lished, "for  the  teachinge  of  children  to  write  and  Cypher." 
The  Boston  Latin  School,  however,  continued  to  be  the  only 
grammar  school,  until  March  10,  171 1,  when  there  was  laid 
before  a  town  meeting  a  paper  endorsed  :  "  Proposition  for 
a  Free  Gramer  School  at  the  North  End  of  Boston,"  which 
reads  : 

"  It  cannot  but  be  Thot  Strange  that  One  Grammar  School 
Should  be  Thot  sufficient  for  a  Town  of  above  Two  Thousand 
Families  when  the  Law  of  the  Provence  Imposes  one  upon 
Every  Town  that  hath  above  One  Hundred,  Education  is 
as  great  and  Good  an  Intrest  as  can  be  prosecuted  by  any 
People,  and  the  more  Liberally  it  is  Prosecuted  the  more  is 
done  for  the  honour  and  welfare  of  such  a  People.  The 
Gramer  School  in  this  Town  is  as  full  of  Scholers  as  can 
well  Consist  with  a  faithful  Discharge  of  Duty  to  them.  The 
North  Part  of  this  town  bares  no  inconsiderable  Share  in  the 
Publick  benefitts. 


42 

"  It  is  known  that  when  an  hundred  and  odd  children  have 
been  found  in  the  Public  Gramer  School  not  one  of  that  Hun- 
dred nor  any  but  the  few  Odd  Ones  have  been  Sent  from  that 
Part  of  the  Town. 

"  The  Distance  hath  hindered  many  Parents  from  Exposing 
their  Tender  Children  to  the  Travells  of  the  Winter  and  the 
Summer  thither.  Some  that  can't  be  satisfy'd  without  bestow- 
ing a  good  Cultivation  on  their  Children  are  at  the  Charge  of 
a  Private  Gramer  School  in  the  Neighbourhood.  Others  do 
send  their  Children  abroad  in  the  Country. 

"  When  the  People  of  that  Neighbourhood  were  Prevail'd 
withall  to  Come  into  the  Vote  for  Additional  Incouragements 
unto  the  Present  Gramar  School,  they  were  made  to  hope  that 
they  should  ere  long  be  favoured  with  another  Nearer  unto 
themselves.  If  the  Town  will  Smile  on  the  Just  and  fair  Pro- 
posal, it  is  Probable  their  will  Appear  some  perticuler  Gentle- 
men whose  desire  to  Serve  the  Publick  will  Exert  it  self  on 
this  Occasion  and  make  liberal  advances  towards  the  Providing 
of  such  Necessary  Preliminaries. 

"  These  Considerations  are  humbly  offer'd  to  the  Inhabitants 
of  Boston  to  be  Laid  in  the  Ballances  of  Equity  in  the  Next 
General  Meeting." 

The  "  Ballances  of  Equity  "  took  a  favorable  turn,  the  town 
did  "  Smile  on  the  Just  and  fair  Proposal,"  and  a  schoolhouse 
was  built  "at  the  North  End,"  on  what  now  is  North  Bennet 
Street,  upon  land  given  by  Thomas  Hutchinson,  the  "  perticu- 
ler Gentleman  whose  desire  to  Serve  the  Public  did  Exert  itself 
on  this  Occasion,"  who  not  only  first  proposed  the  idea,  but 
managed  the  business  in  the  town  meeting,  gave  the  land,  and 
finally  paid  for  the  building  from  his  own  purse.  It  bore  his 
coat  of  arms  upon  the  front.  The  thanks  of  the  town  were 
voted  to  be  given  to  "  Cap".  Thos,  Hutchinson  for  as  much  as 
he  hath  Offered  at  his  own  Charge  to  build  a  School  House  in 
the  North  End  of  y^  Town."  To  support  this  school  the  rents 
from  the  town's  wharf,  dock,  and  flats,  at  the  North  Battery, 
and  those  from  the  Winnisimmet   Ferry,  were  appropriated. 
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In  the  rear  of  this  schoolhouse,  upon  the  same  lot  of  land, 
but  with  its  entrance  from  Love  Lane,  was  built  in  17 18  a 
writing  schoolhouse,  by  the  executors  of  the  will  of  Foster 
Hutchinson,  who,  with  his  brother,  Thomas  Hutchinson,  had 
kept  a  dry  goods  store  below  the  Swing  Bridge.  Rev.  Jere- 
miah Condy,  minister  of  the  First  Baptist  Church,  was  its 
teacher.  The  Love  Lane  of  our  ancestors,  which  became 
Tileston  Street  in  1820  from  Master  John  Tileston,  was  so 
named,  not  from  the  god,  but  from  the  Love  Family,  which 
owned  most  of  the  street ;  and  Mrs.  Susannah  Love  sold  the 
ground  upon  which  both  the  schoolhouses  were  built. 

In  1792  this  North  Bennet  Street  schoolhouse  was  torn 
down,  and  a  new  schoolhouse,  in  which  many  members  of  the 
Old  School  Boys'  Association  passed  their  childhood,  was  built 
upon  the  same  site;  which  in  1837,  gave  way  to  another; 
and  this  remained  until  i860,  when  the  present  schoolhouse 
was  built,  after  plans  adopted  by  the  city  for  several  other 
schoolhouses  of  that  time.  It  was  dedicated  December  22, 
i860,  with  nearly  every  class  of  the  sixty  preceding  years  rep- 
resented, and  with  an  address  by  Edward  Everett,  one  of  its 
graduates.  The  school  itself,  next  to  the  Latin  School,  is  the 
oldest  school  in  Boston  ;  and  the  site  is  the  oldest  site  con- 
tinuously occupied  for  school  purposes.  It  was  called  the 
North  Latin  School,  and  the  street  was  known  as  the  North 
Latin  School  Street,  the  present  name  of  the  street  coming 
naturally  from  the  early  owners,  Richard  and  Peter  Bennet, 
the  former  of  whom  is  mentioned  in  the  Book  of  Possessions. 
In  1789,  in  compliance  with  the  recommendations  of  a  com- 
mittee, upon  which  was  Samuel  Adams,  the  town  meeting 
voted  to  maintain  a  writing  school  in  the  south  part  of  the 
town,  another  in  the  centre,  and  another  in  the  north  part ; 
and  a  reading  school  in  the  south  part,  another  in  the  centre, 
and  another  in  the  north  part.  Both  boys  and  girls  were 
admitted  to  these  schools  ;  the  girls  only  from  April  20  to 
October  20,  until  1828,  when  they  were  allowed  to  attend 
the  whole  year  until   sixteen  years  of  age,   the  boys  being 
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required  to  leave  at  fourteen.  This  April  to  October  arrange- 
ment **  was  doubtless  because  many  of  the  boys  had  work  to 
do  in  the  summer  season,  and  so  left  room  in  the  schools  for 
the  girls." 

Specific  names  for  the  schools,  with  the  exception  of  the 
Franklin  and  the  Boylston,  were  not  given  previous  to  1821, 
the  schools  being  known  by  their  localities.  In  that  year  the 
school  upon  North  Bennet  Street  was  called  Eliot,  that  on 
Hawkins  Street  Mayhew,  that  on  Mason  Street  Adams,  and 
that  on  School  Street  the  Latin  ;  and  since  that  time  it  has 
been  the  custom  to  name  new  schools  from  the  mayor,  presid- 
ing at  the  time  of  the  school's  dedication,  though  some  excep- 
tions have  been  made.  Thomas  Hutchinson  died  December 
3,  1739,  many  years  before  his  unhappy  son,  the  historian  of 
Massachusetts,  became  governor ;  and,  for  the  sins  of  the  son, 
the  Hutchinson  name  upon  the  family  tomb  in  the  Copps  Hill 
Cemetery  was  obliterated,  and  another  name  was  cut  instead, 
and  the  schoolhouse,  for  the  building  of  which  he  had  been 
tendered  a  vote  of  thanks,  was  named  the  Eliot  School,  in 
honor  of  the  minister.  Rev.  John  Eliot,  of  the  New  North 
Church  upon  North  Street,  now  Hanover  Street,  at  the  corner 
of  Clark  Street.  In  1830  the  girls  were  put  into  the  Frank- 
lin, Bowdoin  and  Hancock  Schools,  and  the  boys  into  the 
Adams,  Boylston,  Eliot  and  Mayhew ;  but  the  arrangement 
was  unsatisfactory,  because  of  the  long  distances  the  children 
had  to  go  ;  and  therefore  two  new  schoolhouses,  the  Winthrop 
and  the  Johnson,  were  built,  making  nine  schoolhouses  in  the 
town.  In  1837  some  schoolhouses  were  crowded  and  others 
were  nearly  deserted,  the  Hancock  School  having  six  hundred 
pupils,  and  the  Winthrop  less  than  two  hundred  ;  and  transfers 
were  made  between  the  schools. 

In  these  two  Latin  Schools,  the  Latin  upon  School  Street 
and  the  North  Latin  upon  North  Bennet  Street,  and  the  three 
Writing  Schools,  the  boys  of  Boston,  previous  to  the  Revolu- 
tion, were  educated.  The  number  of  pupils  attending  these 
five  schools  in  May,  1758,  was  eight  hundred  and  forty-one: 
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one  hundred  and  fifteen  in  the  Latin  School,  two  hundred  and 
forty  in  the  South  Writing  School,  two  hundred  and  thirty  in 
the  Writing  School  upon  Queen  Street,  thirty-six  in  the  North 
Latin  School,  and  two  hundred  and  twenty  in  the  North  Writ- 
ing School,  boys  only,  as  girls  were  not  admitted  to  the  public 
schools  until  thirty  years  later.  The  question  naturally  arises. 
Why  were  not  schools  for  the  common  English  branches  the 
first  to  be  established  ?  Those,  who  appreciate  the  religious 
character  of  the  Puritans,  will  not  think  it  improbable  that,  in 
providing  so  early  for  instruction  in  Latin  and  Greek,  and  pre- 
paring young  men  for  college,  their  object  was  to  secure  a 
body  of  scholars,  who,  "  by  acquaintance  with  ancient  tongues," 
should  be  able  to  obtain  a  knowledge  of  the  Scriptures,  and 
become  qualified  "  to  discern  the  true  sense  and  meaning  of 
the  original."  John  Cotton  was  not  content  until  a  school- 
horse  had  been  erected,  and  a  schoolmaster  installed ;  and  to 
him,  more  than  to  any  other,  the  Boston  Latin  School  owes 
its  origin.  The  Puritans  knew  the  power  of  knowledge  and 
the  value  of  popular  education  ;  and  that  liberty,  civil  and  re- 
ligious, for  which  they  had  sacrificed  so  much,  could  never  be 
maintained  if  the  people  were  ignorant. 

Winthrop,  in  his  journal  in  1645,  notes  that  "divers  free 
schools  were  erected,"  and  it  is  quaintly  observed  "  that  the 
stronghold  of  Satan  consisted  in  the  ignorance  of  the  people, 
and  all  means  should  be  employed  to  counteract  the  ould 
deluder."  It  was  here  in  Boston  that  was  established  the 
principle,  since  then  almost  universally  adopted  in  this  country, 
of  educating  the  children  at  the  public  cost.  President  Dwight, 
in  1790,  said:  "A  stranger  travelling  through  New  England 
marks  with  not  a  little  surprise  the  multitude  of  schoolhouses 
appearing  everywhere  at  little  distances.  Familiarized  as  I 
am  to  the  sight,  they  have  excited  no  small  interest  in  my 
mind,  particularly  as  I  was  travelling  through  the  settlements 
recently  begun.  Here,  while  the  inhabitants  were  still  living 
in  log  huts,  they  had  not  only  erected  schoolhouses  for  their 
children,  but  had  built  them  in  a  neat  style,  so  as  to  throw 
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an  additional  appearance  of  deformity  over  their  own  clumsy 
habitations.  This  attachment  to  education  in  New  England 
is  universal,  and  the  situation  of  that  hamlet  must  be  bad 
indeed,  which,  if  it  contains  a  sufficient  number  of  children 
for  a  school,  does  not  provide  the  necessary  accommodations." 

"  The  education  of  the  people,"  says  Macaulay,  "  ought  to 
be  the  first  concern  of  a  State  ....  This  is  my  deliberate  con- 
viction ;  and  in  this  opinion  I  am  fortified  by  thinking  that  it 
is  also  the  opinion  of  all  the  great  legislators,  of  all  the  great 
statesmen,  of  all  the  great  political  philosophers  of  all  ages  and 
of  all  nations  ....  It  is  the  opinion  of  all  the  greatest  cham- 
pions of  civil  and  religious  liberty  in  the  old  world  and  in  the 
new ;  and  of  none  —  I  hesitate  not  to  say  it  —  more  emphati- 
cally than  of  those  whose  names  are  held  in  the  highest  esti- 
mation by  the  Protestant  Nonconformists  of  England.  These 
men,  illustrious  forever  in  history,  were  the  founders  of  the 
Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts." 

Never  was  anything  more  barren,  more  cheerless,  or  more 
rude,  than  the  first  Eliot  Schoolhouse,  with  blank  walls,  hard 
seats,  and  clumsy  desks.  The  seats  were  arranged  upon  an 
inclined  plane,  the  desks  being  crowded  closely  together,  as 
also  were  the  seats,  which  were  oval  stools  without  backs. 
As  the  boys'  jackknives  often  marred  the  desks,  strips  of 
sheet  iron  sometimes  were  nailed  on,  for  the  purpose,  so  the 
boys  said,  of  "  sharpening  the  knives."  Instead  of  a  modern 
inkwell,  a  stand  was  made,  by  sawing  off  one  end  of  an  horn 
and  inserting  a  wooden  bottom,  while  the  other  end  was  sawed 
at  a  place,  which  would  admit  the  pen.  To  prevent  the  ink 
from  spilling,  as  the  horn  might  fall  and  roll  to  the  floor,  the 
stand  was  filled  with  cotton,  which  made  it  necessary  to  press 
the  pen  to  one  side,  so  as  to  fill  it  with  ink.  The  ink  was 
made  at  home  from  copperas  and  bark.  Pens  were  made  from 
goose  quills,  thoroughly  scraped,  the  master  making  them  at 
home,  or  during  the  hours  of  class  study  ;  and  one  of  the  first 
requisites  in  penmanship  was  learning  to  make  and  repair  the 
goose  quill. 
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The  space  in  front  of  the  desk,  occupied  by  the  master,  as 
well  as  the  aisles,  was  very  narrow.  In  the  absence  of  stoves, 
the  open  fireplace  was  used,  where  cleft  wood,  unsawed,  was 
burnt.  A  number  of  boys,  of  proper  age,  were  appointed  to 
take  turns  in  carrying  wood,  building  the  fires,  and  raking  up 
the  coals  at  night,  so  that  there  would  be  live  embers  in  the 
morning;  for  those  were  the  days  of  flint  and  steel,  before 
matches  were  known.  The  boys  received,  as  compensation 
for  this  work,  the  privilege  of  being  excused  from  school  at 
eleven  o'clock.  In  very  cold  weather,  the  rooms  could  not  be 
heated  from  the  fireplace,  and  the  request  was  frequent  to  go 
to  the  fire.  The  floor  of  the  lower  room  was  on  a  level  with 
the  street,  and  its  inmates  were  disturbed  by  the  noise.  The 
rooms  were  low  studded,  and  excessively  hot  in  summer ;  while 
in  cloudy  weather  the  lower  room  was  so  dark,  that  it  was 
difficult  for  the  boys  to  see  to  write.  Health  was  endangered 
by  draughts,  from  opening  the  windows  in  the  cold  weather  to 
admit  fresh  air.  There  was  no  ante-room  for  hats  and  coats  ; 
if  they  were  left  in  the  entry,  they  were  liable  to  be  stolen, 
since  it  was  open  to  the  street ;  and,  if  they  were  taken 
within  the  schoolroom,  they  were  a  nuisance,  especially  when 
wet. 

The  first  teacher  was  Recompense  Wadsworth,  and  there  is 
on  the  files  of  the  city  clerk  an  interesting  testimonial  to  his 
fidelity,  signed  by  Increase  Mather  and  other  ministers  of  the 
town.  James  Lowell,  a  prominent  Revolutionary  patriot,  was 
another  of  its  teachers.  He  was  imprisoned  in  the  jail  upon 
Queen  Street,  in  consequence  of  General  Howe  having  dis- 
covered a  prohibited  correspondence,  and  his  devoted  wife 
daily  conveyed  his  food  to  the  prison  door.  Upon  the  evacu- 
ation of  Boston  by  the  British,  Lowell  was  carried  to  Halifax. 
After  being  exchanged  in  1776,  he  became  a  member  of  the 
Continental  Congress;  was  Receiver  of  Taxes  in  1784,  and, 
after  being  Collector  of  the  port,  was  for  a  long  time  its  Naval 
Officer.  The  most  notable  teacher  the  Eliot  School,  or  Bos- 
ton, ever  has  had  is  John  Tileston,  or  Master  Johnny,  as  he 
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was  familiarly  called.  Distinguished  not  so  much  for  his 
ability  or  scholarship,  as  for  his  quaint  and  original  ways  of 
teaching,  his  rigid  discipline,  his  marked  peculiarities  of  man- 
ner, and  the  unequalled  length  of  his  term  of  service,  he 
became  the  very  patriarch  of  schoolmasters,  and  left  the  im- 
press of  his  singular  personality  upon  two  full  generations  of 
youth.  He  was  born  in  Boston,  February  27,  1735.  At  the 
age  of  fourteen  he  was  apprenticed  to  Master  Zachariah  Hicks, 
and  afterward  served  under  him  as  usher.  In  1762  the  north 
grammar  and  writing  schools  were  united  in  the  Eliot  School- 
house,  the  grammar  school  in  the  upper  room,  and  the  writing 
school  in  the  lower  room,  the  first  instance  of  the  kind  in  Bos- 
ton ;  and  Samuel  Cheney  and  John  Tileston  were  appointed 
the  masters. 

Tileston  received  one  hundred  pounds  a  year,  and  remained 
the  head  of  the  school  till  18 19.  The  authorities,  recognizing 
his  long  and  faithful  services,  continued  his  salary  to  the  day 
of  his  death,  October  13,  1826,  the  only  instance  then  of  the 
kind  in  the  history  of  Boston.  Thus  for  eighty  years  Tileston 
was  connected  with  this  school  uninterruptedly,  except  during 
the  siege  of  Boston,  either  as  pupil  or  teacher  or  emeritus,  — 
a  record  not  likely  soon  to  be  repeated.  He  enjoyed  the  dis- 
tinction of  being  called  the  father  of  good  writing  in  Boston. 
If  any  one  will  take  the  pains  to  examine  our  old  church  or 
masonic  records,  or  the  account  books  kept  in  Boston  banks 
and  commercial  houses  for  three-quarters  of  a  century,  he  will 
find  in  many  cases  a  distinct,  bold,  and  beautiful  writing, 
almost  equal  to  copper  plate  engraving.  This  may  often  be 
traced  directly  through  many  pupils  to  the  Eliot  School  and 
its  famous  master.  Edward  Everett  acknowledged  his  indebt- 
edness to  Master  Tileston  for  having  deprived  him  in  early  life 
of  all  claim  to  that  distinction  which  rests  upon  writing  a  hand 
nobody  can  read.  Certainly  no  better  proof  of  the  excellence 
of  Tileston 's  work  can  be  desired  than  Mr.  Everett's  own  auto- 
graph. Master  Tileston  also  was  called  the  "  knight  of  the 
cocked  hat,"  which  was  in  keeping  with  his  majestic  carriage. 
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as  he  walked  up  the  aisle  of  the  class-room  to  the  teacher's 
desk,  and  his  grand  dignity,  when  he  left  the  schoolroom, 
while  two  or  three  awestruck  boys  held  open  for  him  the  wide 
doors.  He  lived  at  the  westerly  corner  of  Margaret  and  Prince 
Streets. 

Among  the  wax  figures  formerly  exhibited  at  the  Boston 
Museum,  in  the  upper  story,  there  was  an  interesting  group, 
representing  the  old  fashioned  pedagogue,  sitting  at  his  desk 
and  absorbed  in  his  writing,  while  the  mischievous  boys  were 
slyly  amusing  themselves  in  various  ways  unbeknown  to  the 
master.  It  has  been  said  that  this  group  was  meant  to  repre- 
sent Johnny  Tileston  and  his  school  ;  but  as  far  as  the  master 
is  concerned,  the  thin,  consumptive  looking  specimen  in  wax, 
cannot  be  taken  as  a  portrait  of  his  well  rounded  figure ; 
though  the  school  would  seem  to  answer  the  description  of 
the  old  establishment  fairly  well.  In  stature  he  was  short 
and  rather  thick  set.  He  often  came  to  school  puffing  audi- 
bly, as  if  out  of  breath.  His  stout  cane,  with  the  date  1775 
inscribed  upon  it,  is  now  in  your  collection.  He  used  to  walk 
up  Washington  Street  nearly  every  day  to  regulate  his  watch 
by  the  Old  South  Clock,  He  was  very  tenacious  of  the  old 
customs,  and  would  never  give  up  'his  cocked  hat  and  powdered 
wig,  his  long  broad  skirted  coat,  with  wide  lapels  over  the 
pockets,  a  very  long  waistcoat,  cut  away  at  the  bottom,  knee 
breeches,  and  large  shoe  buckles.  When  he  died  in  his  ninety- 
second  year,  in  the  old  house  on  Prince  Street,  where  he  had 
lived  so  long,  he  was  followed  to  the  Granary  Burial  Ground 
by  a  procession  of  boys  from  the  Eliot  School. 

The  schoolmaster  was  ordered  "  to  hold  School  "  every  day 
from  7  A.  M.  to  5  P.  M.,  from  March  until  October,  and  the 
remainder  of  the  year  from  8  A.  M.  to  4  P.  M.,  the  noon 
recess  lasting  from  1 1  A.  M.  to  i  P.  M.,  except  on  Monday, 
when  from  12  to  i  the  scholars  were  to  be  examined  on  what 
they  had  learned  the  preceding  Sunday,  and  to  be  punished 
for  any  wrong  doing  in  church.  School  was  opened  every  day 
by  the  master  leading  the  class  in  prayer  and  reading  a  portion 
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of  the  Scriptures,  and  ended  again  with  prayer.  Every  Sat- 
urday afternoon  was  devoted  to  catechising  the  scholars  in  the 
principles  of  the  Christian  religion. 

The  studies  were  few  and  simple  :  writing,  reading,  spelling, 
grammar,  geography,  and  arithmetic.  At  the  end  of  seven 
years  the  boy  could  read  English  prose  and  poetry  very  well ; 
could  write  an  excellent  large  and  small  "joining  hand;" 
was  familiar  with  the  rules  and  methods  of  arithmetic  ;  was 
able  to  answer  questions  on  the  maps  which  illustrated  modern 
geography,  besides  having  a  fair  knowledge  of  ancient  and 
modern  countries  ;  was_  acquainted  with  the  principles  of  En- 
glish grammar  and  the  rules  of  parsing  and  could  write  a  com- 
position ;  and  perhaps  draw  a  map  and  answer  a  few  questions 
in  rhetoric,  natural  philosophy,  or  history  ;  but  these  last  were 
extra,  and  were  taught  only  at  the  discretion  of  the  master. 
Instruction  has  been  extended  in  our  days  to  a  degree  which 
would  have  astonished  our  forefathers.  To  their  "  reading, 
writing,  grammar,  and  ciphering,"  have  been  added  vocal  music, 
natural  philosophy,  drawing,  declamation,  physiology,  and  book- 
keeping. Some  of  these  might  be  considered  high  school 
studies ;  but  it  must  be  remembered  that  for  many  the  gram- 
mar school  is  the  last  stage  in  their  training  for  the  responsi- 
bilities of  active  life. 

When  a  member  of  Parliament  suggested  in  the  House  of 
Commons  that  singing  should  be  taught  in  the  schools,  as  in 
Germany,  his  suggestion  was  received  with  ridicule.  It  began 
in  Boston  as  an  experiment  in  charge  of  the  Boston  Academy 
of  Music,  one  of  the  professors,  Lowell  Mason,  giving  instruc- 
tion gratuitously.  The  school  committee,  well  satisfied  with 
the  result  of  the  experiment,  voted  August  28th,  1838,  "That 
the  committee  on  music  be  instructed  to  contract  with  a 
teacher  of  vocal  music  in  the  several  public  schools  of  the  city, 
at  an  expense  of  not  more  than  one  hundred  and  twenty  dol- 
lars per  annum  for  each  school,  excepting  the  Lyman  and 
Smith  Schools,  the  teachers  in  which  shall  not  receive  more 
than  the  sum  of  sixty  dollars  per  annum."     This  vote  of  the 


school  committee,  says  the  Academy  of  Music  in  its  report  of 
July,  1839,  is  the  Magna  Charta  of  musical  education  in  this 
country.  America  was  sung  first  in  the  schools  of  Boston. 
The  author.  Rev.  S.  F.  Smith,  D.  D.,  while  a  student  in 
Andover,  was  requested  by  Lowell  Mason  to  translate  some 
German  songs,  which  Mr.  Mason  wished  to  use  in  a  song  col- 
lection, he  was  preparing  for  the  schools  of  Boston,  After  a 
day  of  study,  Mr.  Smith  was  looking  through  one  of  these  Ger- 
man song  books,  when  his  eye  chanced  upon  a  patriotic  song, 
set  to  an  air  which  struck  his  fancy.  Not  knowing  the  tune 
was  that  of  "  God  Save  the  King,"  and  without  translating 
the  German  song  set  to  it,  he  began  to  dash  off  on  a  bit  of 
paper  a  patriotic  song  to  fit  the  air,  our  inspiring  song,  "  My 
Country,  'Tis  of  Thee."  This  first  draft  was  laid  aside  and 
forgotten,  but  finally  got  with  the  translations  sent  to  Mr. 
Mason,  who  paid  it  only  passing  attention,  and  put  it  into  one 
of  his  song  books.  Little  did  either  think  that  this  song 
would  be  selected  and  sung,  when  all  the  others  and  even  the 
very  title  of  the  book  were  forgotten.  The  air  and  words 
impressed  themselves  wherever  they  were  heard  ;  from  the 
schools  of  Boston  the  song  went  from  city  to  city ;  and  was 
sung  from  school  to  school,  in  the  homes,  on  the  battlefield, 
around  the  bivouac,  in  times  of  peace  and  war,  until  it  is  the 
song  of  the  nation,  the  song  always  sung  by  our  school  chil- 
dren as  an  expression  of  their  love  to  this  "  Sweet  Land  of 
Liberty." 

The  school  acquired  some  notoriety  in  1859,  from  a  refusal 
of  one  of  the  pupils  to  read  the  Ten  Commandments.  An 
assistant  in  the  school,  in  compliance  with  a  recommendation 
of  the  school  committee,  "  that  the  afternoon  session  close 
with  appropriate  singing ;  and  also,  that  the  pupils  learn  the 
Ten  Commandments,  and  repeat  them  once  a  week,"  called 
upon  them  to  repeat  the  Commandments,  and  Thomas  J.  Wall 
replied  that  his  father  had  told  him  not  to  repeat  them.  For 
this  he  was  whipped  by  the  submaster,  who  subsequently 
was  arrested  and  tried  for  assault.     Three  years  later  an  act 


was  passed  for  the  Bible  to  be  read  daily  without  note  or  com- 
ment ;  and  no  scholar  to  be  required  to  read  from  any  particu- 
lar version  whose  parent  or  guardian  declares  he  has  conscien- 
tious scruples  against  it. 

Benjamin  Franklin  died  in  April,  1790,  and  in  his  will  is 
found  this  clause  :  "  I  was  born  in  Boston,  New  England,  and 
owe  my  first  instruction  in  literature  to  the  free  grammar 
school  established  there.  I  therefore  give  one  hundred  pounds 
sterling  to  my  executors,  to  be  by  them  the  survivors  or  sur- 
vivor of  them  paid  over  to  the  managers  or  directors  of  the 
free  schools  in  my  native  town  of  Boston,  to  be  by  them  or 
those  persons  or  person,  who  shall  have  superintendence  and 
management  of  the  said  schools,  put  out  to  interest  and  so 
continued  at  interest  forever,  which  interest  annually  shall  be 
laid  out  in  silver  medals,  and  given  as  honorary  reward  an- 
nually by  the  directors  of  the  said  free  schools,  for  the  encour- 
agement of  scholarship  in  the  said  schools  belonging  to  the 
said  town,  in  such  manner  as  to  the  discretion  of  the  select- 
men of  the  said  town  shall  seem  meet."  The  giving  of  this 
medal  was  instituted  in  1792.  They  were  presented  on  the 
day  of  the  annual  exhibition  in  each  of  the  boys'  schools  to 
the  most  deserving  pupils,  "  general  scholarship  taken  into 
consideration."  After  the  expiration  of  sixty  years,  the  first 
medal  scholars  of  the  Eliot  School  were  all  living,  and  all  in 
Boston  ;  and  they  were  entertained  at  a  dinner  given  by  Isaac 
Harris  in  his  home,  nearly  opposite  the  old  school.  It  was  a 
memorable  occasion,  and  created  much  interest  at  the  time. 
Their  names  are  Isaac  Harris,  Robert  Lash,  John  Snelling, 
Isaac  Parker,  William  Savage  and  John  Lewis.  Another 
schoolmate,  Samuel  F.  McCleary,  was  with  them,  and  also 
their  venerable  usher,  Nathan  Webb.  Within  recent  years 
the  medal  has  been  granted  only  to  graduates  of  the  High 
and  Latin  Schools,  diplomas  having  taken  the  place  of  the 
medals  in  the  Grammar  Schools. 

Until   within  most  recent    years   corporal    punishment  was 
considered  a  necessity  in  our  public  schools.     Even  the  period 
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of  the  early  thirties  was  called  "  The  Reign  of  Terror."  One  of 
the  teachers  wrote :  "  In  the  present  state  of  the  world  you 
may  just  as  safely  and  wisely  dispense  with  all  prisons  and 
jails,  as  with  corporal  punishment  in  schools ;  and  whatever 
may  be  the  view  of  reformers  and  theorists  on  the  subject,  all 
practical  and  experienced  teachers,  and  all  wise  and  observing 
men,  are  convinced  that  the  judicious  use  of  the  rod  is  neces- 
sary in  the  schoolroom,  and  that  as  long  as  human  nature  con- 
tinues as  it  is,  corporal  punishment  must  hold  a  place  in  school 
government."  He  was  not  alone  in  this  opinion.  Richard 
Busby,  the  great  teacher,  who  flourished  at  Westminster 
School,  England,  for  nearly  fifty-five  years,  claimed  that  no 
boy  could  learn  the  simplest  lesson  without  application  of  the 
birch,  even  little  boys  sometimes  receiving  sixty  lashes.  The 
rod  was  in  frequent  use  among  the  Roman  schoolmasters  from 
earliest  times.  Plautus  tells  us  that,  if  a  boy  missed  a  single 
letter  in  his  reading,  he  soon  was  black  and  blue  all  over, 
"striped  just  like  his  nurse's  cloak;"  and  Martial  speaks  of  it 
as  one  of  the  greatest  nuisances  of  a  life  in  the  city,  that 
before  cock  crow  the  air  was  resounding  with  the  noise  of  flog- 
gings and  the  cries  of  the  children  in  the  schools. 

The  most  famous  teacher  of  his  time,  Quintilian,  made  an 
earnest  protest  against  the  custom  of  flogging ;  but  a  picture 
from  Herculaneum,  belonging  to  the  very  same  period,  shows 
that  the  practice  of  "horsing,"  after  the  Eton  fashion,  was 
carried  on  even  then. 

Mr.  Emerson's  a  very  fine  man, 
Whips  the  scholars  with  a  rattan ; 
When  he  whips  them  makes  them  dance, 
Out  of  England  into  France, 
Out  of  France  into  Spain,  — 
Then  he  whips  them  back  again. 

Corporal  punishment  is  rare  now,  and  daily  grows  less 
frequent.  "Discipline,"  says  Coleridge,  "is  the  maximum 
of   watchfulness  with   the    minimum    of    punishment."       Our 
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best  teachers  do  not  believe  that  severity  is  an  attribute  of 
true  discipline. 

The  eight  hours  of  study,  the  lengthy  and  frequent  prayers, 
the  severe  catechetical  ordeals,  and  the  almost  unlimited  use 
of  the  rod,  should  have  had  a  lasting  effect  upon  the  morals  of 
the  boys.  According  to  the  sentiment  of  the  time  they  cer- 
tainly were  comfortably  and  rightly  provided  for.  Selectmen's 
Day  was  the  great  event,  in  Master  Tileston's  time,  when  the 
town  fathers  visited  the  schools.  This  was  followed  by  a 
week's  vacation,  which  was  about  all  the  boys  had,  except 
election  and  commencement  days,  Thursday  and  Saturday 
afternoons,  and  those  general  training  days,  when  the  masters 
and  ushers  were  obliged  by  law  to  perform  military  duty. 
Also  on  days  of  public  demonstration  the  school  children 
were  marshalled  out  in  force ;  and,  in  holiday  attire,  made  no 
insignificant  display  in  the  parades.  When  President  Jackson 
visited  Boston,  the  procession  marched  to  the  Common,  where 
the  children  lined  up  on  either  side  of  Tremont  Street  Mall, 
the  boys  and  girls  on  opposite  sides,  while  the  soldiers  marched 
between  their  ranks. 

Among  the  most  important  changes  made  about  the  middle 
of  the  last  century  was  the  abandonment  of  the  "double 
headed"  system,  and  the  placing  of  each  school  under  the 
care  of  one  master,  with  such  assistants  as  might  be  required. 
This  system  had  continued  from  1 740,  when  grammar  masters, 
as  distinguished  from  writing  masters,  were  appointed  to  teach 
reading,  grammar,  geography,  and  other  studies.  The  children 
in  each  school  were  divided  into  two  parts,  one  part  attend- 
ing in  the  forenoon  in  the  grammar  master's  room,  which  was 
usually  upstairs,  and  in  the  afternoon  in  the  writing  master's 
room,  which  was  usually  downstairs ;  while  the  other  part 
attended  in  the  reverse  order.  As  no  local  limits  were  as- 
signed to  the  several  schools,  discontents  and  preferences 
grew,  and  there  were  to  be  found  in  every  school  many  pupils 
who  came  from  the  most  remote  parts  of  the  town.  North 
End  children  went  to  the  South  End  schools,  the  South  End 
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to  the  North,  both  to  the  Centre,  and  the  Centre  children 
wandered  off  to  each  of  the  other  sections,  according  as  they 
liked  the  masters ;  while  children  living  in  the  immediate 
vicinity  of  a  school  often  were  excluded  therefrom,  or  sub- 
jected to  great  inconvenience  in  their  attendance. 

In  addition,  the  schools  were  in  a  degree  distinct  from  each 
other ;  each  of  the  writing  schools  was  composed  of  children 
from  several  reading  schools,  and  each  of  the  reading  schools 
of  children  from  several  writing  schools.  In  many  instances 
children  attended  the  reading  schools  without  going  to  a  writing 
school,  and  vice  versa.  This  brought  about  great  inequality  of 
numbers,  some  masters  having  more  than  four  hundred  pupils, 
while  others  never  enrolled  more  than  two  hundred,  the  attend- 
ance often  varying  from  one  hundred  to  two  hundred  and  sixty. 
Pupils  were  asked  to  obey  different  sets  of  regulations,  laid 
down  by  each  master,  which  frequently  conflicted  and  were 
directly  contradictory  in  command.  Each  master  was  inde- 
pendent in  his  department ;  neither  consulted  the  other  ;  there- 
fore each  marked  out  the  course,  which  seemed  to  him  wisest 
and  best  suited  to  promote  educational  ends,  and  in  carrying 
out  these  ideas  in  disregard  to  the  other,  no  offense  was  in- 
tended the  associate  master.  Although  harmony  prevailed 
between  the  two  masters  of  a  school,  it  was  impossible  to 
avoid  a  tendency  to  expose  a  child  to  opposite  measures  of 
government,  and  to  prejudice  his  mind  against  one  or  perhaps 
both  of  his  instructors,  causing  him  to  regard  his  school  with 
dislike,  distrust,  or  indifference. 

Chief  Justice  Shaw,  then  a  member  of  the  school  committee, 
attacked  the  system  vigorously,  but  without  immediate  effect. 
With  all  the  sound  arguments  of  reason  and  experience  on  its 
side,  a  campaign  of  no  less  than  seventeen  years  was  necessary 
to  bring  its  merit  into  general  recognition.  Like  many  another 
school  reform  it  was  seen  to  be  inimical  to  what  the  writing 
masters  were  pleased  to  regard  as  their  vested  rights  and 
interests.  It  was  not  until  1847,  when  John  D.  Philbrick 
was  appointed  master  of  the  Quincy  School  that  the  "  single 
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headed  system  "  began,  which  in  a  few  years  thereafter  became 
universal,  the  writing  master  gradually  disappearing,  authority 
being  given  to  the  grammar  master. 

As  I  stood  upon  the  platform  in  the  hall  of  the  Eliot  School, 
last  Friday  evening,  and  looked  into  the  faces  of  the  audience, 
there  came  to  my  memory  another  occasion,  many  years  ago, 
when  I  stood  upon  that  platform,  a  boy,  and  bowed  my  head, 
so  that  the  mayor  might  place  around  my  neck  a  blue  ribbon 
with  a  Franklin  Medal  ;  and,  when  I  lifted  my  head,  I  saw  the 
light  of  joy  in  my  mother's  eyes.  Since  that  day  many  more 
honors  have  come  to  me  than  I  have  deserved  ;  but  there  is 
none  which  is  more  dear  to  me  than  this. 

It  was  my  privilege  again  to  stand  upon  that  platform,  one 
evening,  and  by  my  side  was  a  classmate,  Timothy  J.  Dacey, 
much  honored  and  loved  in  this  part  of  the  city,  then  the 
Assistant  District  Attorney  of  the  County  of  Suffolk ;  and 
upon  that  evening  was  formed  the  Eliot  School  Association, 
which  still  continues.  I  had  the  honor  to  be  its  first  presi- 
dent ;  and  the  gallant  soldier,  who  is  now  its  president,  read 
an  original  poem  Friday  evening.  I  could  fancy  many  another 
presence  in  the  Hall,  —  Edward  Everett,  orator,  governor,  sen- 
ator, and  minister  to  Great  Britain  ;  Samuel  F.  Smith,  author 
of  "America"  ;  Francis  J.  Child,  poet,  scholar;  Ephraim  Gur- 
ney,  historian,  teacher ;  John  M.  S.  Williams,  congressman, 
merchant ;  Augustus  P.  Martin,  mayor  of  Boston ;  Thomas 
Greene  and  Samuel  P.  Tenney,  mayors  of  Chelsea ;  William 
Parkman,  the  loving  friend;  Edward  J.  Jones,  soldier  and 
patriot ;  Joseph  B.  Dillaway,  Isaac  H.  Ripley,  Isaac  B.  Mills  ; 
William  W.  Doherty,  United  States  marshal  ;  John  E.  L. 
Frasher,  merchant  of  Chicago ;  Martin  A.  Munroe,  deputy 
collector  of  the  Port  of  Boston  ;  William  Noble ;  Henry  C. 
Hemenway,  faithful  guardian  ;  Charles  W.  Slack,  editor ;  Na- 
thaniel G.  Snelling,  banker ;  Albert  S.  Pratt,  alderman  ;  George 
O.  Carpenter,  genial  companion  and  generous  friend ;  Edward 
H.  Dunn,  to  whom  many  a  man,  now  in  professional  life,  is 
indebted    for   the    first    aid    in    his    academic    and    collegiate 
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career,  and  Levi  L,  Willcutt,  manufacturer  and  devoted  public 
servant. 

These  men  are  shining  examples  of  what  the  Eliot  School 
has  done.  Other  boys  come  here  now,  most  of  them  of  foreign 
birth,  who  know  not  the  history,  the  traditions,  or  even  the 
language  of  our  land.  The  task  which  confronts  the  present 
master  is  more  difficult  than  that  which  confronted  any  of  his 
predecessors,  and  right  nobly  has  he  met  it.  Nowhere  in  the 
city  will  you  find  so  many  boys  full  of  patriotic  fervor  as  are 
these  boys  who  are  under  the  care  of  John  F.  McGrath.  For- 
tunately they  live  in  this  historic  North  End,  the  air  of  which 
is  an  inspiration.  The  very  names  of  its  streets  recall  great 
events  and  great  men  :  Charter,  Phipps,  Tileston,  Hull,  Sheafe. 
Here  are  the  Newman  House  and  the  Dodd  House,  and  many 
another.  And  here,  above  all,  is  Christ  Church,  the  oldest 
church  edifice  in  the  city.  For  more  than  a  century  and  a 
half  its  graceful  spire  has  been  a  beacon  of  welcome.  Here 
was  hung  the  lantern  which  sent  Paul  Revere  on  his  famous 
ride.  It  sheltered  General  Gage  when  he  watched  the  Battle 
of  Bunker  Hill ;  and  all  that  day  it  looked  out  upon  the  roofs, 
round  about  it,  covered  with  people,  who  with  feverish  anxiety 
watched  their  fathers,  brothers  and  husbands,  fighting  over  at 
Charlestown.  Its  chime  of  bells  was  the  first  ever  cast  for  the 
British  Empire  in  North  America.  They  rung  out  the  news 
of  the  Repeal  of  the  Stamp  Act  at  one  o'clock  in  the  morning, 
of  the  Surrender  of  Cornwallis,  and  of  the  signing  of  the 
Treaty  of  Peace.  It  was  the  delight  of  my  boyhood  to  listen 
to  these  bells  at  Christmas  time,  and  it  has  been  my  pleasure 
often  to  come  back  to  the  North  End  at  this  season  of  the 
year  to  hear  them  again.  They  are  ringing  in  the  ears  of 
many  of  us  now ;  the  sweetest  music  we  ever  shall  hear,  until 
we  listen  to  the  music  of  the  celestial  choir  in  the  great  com- 
pany beyond  the  river. 
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BOSTON. 
In  Governor  Leverett's  Time,  1672-1679. 

At  length  the  adverse  gales  have  ceased ; 

The  breath  of  morn  is  from  the  East, 

Where,  burnishing  with  gold  the  restless  sea, 

Uprose  the  Sun  in  radiant  majesty. 

Unfelt  that  breath  upon  the  seas, 

Unheard  amid  the  silent  trees. 

It  breathes  so  quietly ; 

Yet  have  the  seamen,  on  their  way  intent, 

Perceived  the  auspicious  sign.     The  sails  are  bent, 

The  anchor  raised  ;  the  swelling  canvas  now 

Fills  with  the  freshening  breeze ;  the  Cape  recedes. 

Its  sandhills  and  its  pines 

In  distance  fade  way. 

Steady  she  holds  her  course  ;  and  still  the  day 

Is  young,  when,  lo  1  the  haven  is  in  sight ; 

And  ere  from  his  meridian  height  the  Sun 

Declines,  within  that  haven's  gentle  breast. 

From  the  long  labors  of  her  weary  way. 

The  vessel  comes  to  rest. 

Scattered  within  the  peaceful  bay, 

Many  a  fair  isle  and  islet  lay ; 

And  rocks  and  banks,  which  threatened  there 

No  peril  to  the  mariner. 

The  shores  which  bent  around  were  gay 

With  maizals,  and  with  pastures  green, 

And  fields  for  harvest  white, 

And  dwellings  sprinkled  up  and  down ; 

And  round  about  the  clustered  town, 

Which  rose  in  sunshine  bright, 

Was  many  a  sheltered  garden  spot. 

And  many  a  sunny  orchard  plot. 

And  bowers  which  might  invite 
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The  studious  man  to  take  his  seat 

Within  their  quiet,  cool  retreat, 

When  noon  was  at  its  height. 

No  heart  that  was  at  ease,  I  ween, 

Could  gaze  on  that  surrounding  scene 

Without  a  calm  delight. 

The  above  quotation  is  from  the  poem,  "  Oliver  Newman, 
A  New  England  Tale "  [unfinished].  The  author,  Robert 
Southey  (i  774-1 843),  was  poet-laureate  of  England,  and  this 
his  last  poetical  work  was  forecast  by  the  author  in  1 8 1 1  as 
follows  : 

"  In  reviewing  '  Holmes's  American  Annals  '  I  pointed  out 
Philip's  War  as  the  proper  subject  for  an  Anglo-Iliad,  and  I 
have  now  fallen  in  love  with  it  myself ;  and  am  brooding  over 
it,  with  the  full  intention  of  falling  to  work  as  soon  as  '  Pelayo ' 
is  completed." 

The  poem  was  commenced  in  181 5,  and  received  the  author's 
last  additions  in  1829.* 

*  See  Poetical  Works  of  Robert  Southey,  Vol.  X,  Boston,  Little,  Brown  & 
Co.     MDCCC,  LXIV,  pp.  304,  305. 
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Woodworth,  Elijah  Burghardt 
Wright,  Charles  Pierce 
Wright,  George  Sumner 
Wyeth,  Edwin  Augustus 
Wyman,  Frank  Wheelock 
Wyman,  Henry  Augustus 
Young,  William  Hill 
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■fie  it  Enoton  that  whereas  Thomas  C,  Amory,  Curtis  Guild, 
John  Ward  Dean,  Dorus  Clarke,  Samuel  M.  Quincy,  Wil- 
liam S.  Appleton,  Thomas  Minns,  Henry  F.  Jenks,  John 
T.  Hassam,  and  Dudley  R.  Child,  have  associated  themselves 
with  the  intention  of  forming  a  corporation  under  the  name  of 


Cl^e  'Bojstontan  ^ociet^^ 

for  the  purpose  of  promoting  the  study  of  the  history  of  Boston,  and 
the  preservation  of  its  antiquities,  and  have  complied  with  the  pro- 
visions of  the  Statutes  of  this  Commonwealth  in  such  case  made 
and  provided,  as  appears  from  the  certificate  of  the  President, 
Treasurer  and  Directors  of  said  corporation,  duly  approved  by  the 
Commissioner  of  Corporations  and  recorded  in  this  office ; 

JltlotD,  C()ercfore,  3^,  Henry  B,  Peirce,  Secretary  of  the  Common- 
wealth of  Massachusetts,  Bo  f)erebp  certtfp  that  said  Thomas  C. 
Amory,  Curtis  Guild,  John  Ward  Dean,  Dorus  Clarke, 
Samuel  M.  Quincy,  William  S.  Appleton,  Thomas  Minns, 
Henry  F.  Jenks,  John  T.  Hassam  and  Dudley  R.  Child, 
their  associates  and  successors,  are  legally  organized  and  estab- 
lished as  and  are  hereby  made  an  existing  corporation  under  the 
name  of 

with  the  powers,  rights  and  privileges  and  subject  to  the  limitations, 
duties  and  restrictions,  which  by  law,  appertain  thereto. 


my  official  signature  hereunto 
subscribed  and  the  seal  of  the  Commonwealth 
of  Massachusetts  hereunto  affixed,  this  second 
day  of  December,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  eighty  one. 


[Signed] 


HENRY    B.  PEIRCE, 

Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth. 
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THE  BOSTONIAN   SOCIETY. 


ORGANIZED    TO  PROMOTE    THE  STUDY  OF  THE  HISTORY  OF  BOSTON 
AND    THE  PRESERVATION  OF  ITS  ANTIQUITIES. 

I. 

OBJECTS. 

It  shall  be  the  duty  of  members,  so  far  as  may  be  in  their  power,  to 
carry  out  the  objects  of  the  Society,  by  collecting,  by  gift,  loan,  or  pur- 
chase, books,  manuscripts,  and  pictures,  and  by  such  other  suitable  means 
as  may  from  time  to  time  seem  expedient. 

II. 

MEMBERS. 

The  members  of  the  Bostonian  Society  shall  be  such  persons,  either 
resident  or  non-resident  in  Boston,  as  shall  be  elected  to  membership. 
Election  shall  be  made  by  ballot  by  the  Board  of  Directors  at  any  regular 
or  special  meeting. 

III. 

HONORARY  AND   CORRESPONDING   MEMBERS. 

Honorary  and  Corresponding  members  shall  be  nominated  by  the 
Directors,  and  shall  be  elected  by  ballot  by  two-thirds  of  the  members 
present  and  voting.  They  may  take  part  in  the  meetings  of  the  Society, 
but  shall  not  be  entitled  to  vote. 

IV. 

ADMISSION   FEE   AND   ASSESSMENTS. 

Each  member  shall  pay  five  dollars  at  the  time  of  his  or  her  admission, 
and  five  dollars  each  first  day  of  January  afterwards,  into  the  treasury  of 
the  Society  for  its  general  purposes ;  provided,  however,  that  no  person 
joining  the  Society  on  or  after  the  first  day  of  October  in  any  year  shall  be 
required  to  pay  an  additional  assessment  for  the  year  commencing  on  the 
first  day  of  January  following. 

If  any  member  shall  neglect  to  pay  his  or  her  admbsion  fee  or  annual 
assessment,  for  three  months  after  the  same  is  due,  he  or  she  shall  be 
liable  to  forfeit  his  or  her  membership  at  any  time  when  the  Directors  shall 
3c  order. 
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The  payment  of  the  sum  of  thirty  dollars  in  any  one  year  by  any  mem- 
ber of  the  Society  shall  constitute  him  or  her  a  life  member  of  the  Society ; 
life  members  shall  be  free  from  assessments,  and  entitled  to  all  the  rights 
and  privileges  of  annual  members.  The  money  received  for  such  life  mem- 
bership shall  constitute  a  fund,  of  which  not  more  than  twenty  per  cent.» 
together  with  the  annual  income,  shall  be  spent  in  any  one  year. 


CERTIFICATES. 

Certificates,  signed  by  the  President  and  the  Clerk,  shall  be  issued  to 
all  persons  who  have  become  life  members  of  the  Society. 

VI. 

MEETINGS. 

The  annual  meeting  of  the  Society  shall  be  held  on  the  third  Tuesday 
in  January,  and  regular  meetings  shall  be  held  on  the  third  Tuesday  of 
every  month,  excepting  June,  July,  August  and  September,  at  such  time 
and  place  as  the  Directors  shall  appoint.  Special  meetings  shall  be  called 
by  the  Clerk,  under  the  instruction  of  the  Directors. 

At  ail  meetings  ten  members  shall  be  a  quorum  for  business.  Ali  Com- 
mittees shall  be  appointed  by  the  Chair,  unless  otherwise  ordered. 

VII. 

OFFICERS. 

The  Officers  of  the  Society  shall  consist  of  a  President,  Vice-President 
and  seven  other  Directors,  a  Clerk  and  a  Treasurer. 

The  Directors,  Clerk  and  Treasurer  shall  be  elected  by  ballot  at  the 
annual  meeting  in  January,  and  shall  hold  office  for  one  year,  and  until 
others  are  duly  elected  in  their  stead.  The  President  and  Vice-President 
shall  be  elected  by  the  Board  of  Directors  from  their  number.  The  offices 
of  Clerk  and  Treasurer  may  be  held  by  the  same  person. 

VIII. 


Any  vacancies  in  the  offices  of  the  Society  may  be  filled  for  the  re- 
mainder of  their  term  by  the  Board  of  Directors  at  any  regular  meeting,  to 
serve  until  the  next  annual  meeting  of  the  Society.  In  the  absence  of  the 
Clerk  at  any  meeting,  a  Clerk  pro  tempore  shall  be  chosen  for  that  meeting. 

TX. 

NOMINATING    COMMITTEE. 

At  the  monthly  meeting  in  December,  a  Nominating  Committee  of  five 
persons  shall  be  appointed,  who  shall  report  at  the  annual  meeting  a  list  of 
candidates  for  the  places  to  be  filled. 
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X. 

PRESIDING    OFFICER. 

The  President,  or  in  his  absence  the  Vice-President,  shall  preside  at  all 
meetings.  In  the  absence  of  both,  a  President  jJr<?  tempore  shall  be  chosen 
from  the  Board  of  Directors. 

XL 

DUTIES  OF   THE   CLERK. 

The  Clerk  shall  be  sworn  to  the  faithful  discharge  of  his  duties. 

He  shall  notify  all  meetings  of  the  Society.  He  shall  keep  an  exact 
record  of  all  the  proceedings  of  the  meetings  of  the  Society  and  of  its 
Directors. 

He  shall  conduct  the  general  correspondence  of  the  Society,  and  place 
on  file  all  letters  received. 

He  shall  enter  the  names  of  members  systematically  in  books  kept  for 
the  purpose,  and  issue  certificates  of  life  membership. 

The  Clerk  shall  have  such  charge  of  all  property  in  the  possession  of  the 
Society  as  may  from  time  to  time  be  delegated  to  him  by  the  Board  of 
Directors. 

He  shall  acknowledge  each  loan  or  gift  that  may  be  made  to  and 
accepted  in  behalf  of  the  Society. 

xn. 

DUTIES  OF   THE   TREASURER. 

The  Treasurer  shall  collect  all  moneys  due  to  the  Society,  and  pay  all 
bills  against  the  Society,  when  approved  by  the  Board  of  Directors. 

He  shall  keep  a  full  account  of  the  receipts  and  expenditures  in  a  book 
belonging  to  the  Society,  which  shall  always  be  open  to  the  inspection  of 
the  Directors ;  and  at  the  annual  meeting  in  January  he  shall  make  a 
written  report  of  all  his  doings  for  the  year  preceding. 

The  Treasurer  shall  give  bond  in  the  sum  of  one  hundred  dollars,  with 
one  surety,  for  the  faithful  discharge  of  his  duties. 

XIII. 

DUTIES   AND   POWERS  OF   DIRECTORS. 

The  Directors  shall  superintend  and  conduct  the  prudential  and  execu- 
tive business  of  the  Society ;  shall  authorize  all  expenditures  of  money ; 
fix  all  salaries  ;  provide  a  common  seal ;  receive  and  act  upon  all  resigna- 
tions and  forfeitures  of  membership,  and  see  that  the  By-Laws  are  duly 
complied  with. 

The  Directors  shall  have  full  power  to  comply  with  the  terms  of  the 
lease  of  the  rooms  in  the  Old  State  House,  made  with  the  City  of  Boston, 
and  to  make  all  necessary  rules  and  regulations  required  in  the  premises. 
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They  shall  annually,  in  the  month  of  April,  make  a  careful  comparison 
of  the  articles  in  the  possession  of  the  Society  with  the  list  to  be  returned 
to  the  City  of  Boston  under  the  terms  of  the  lease,  and  certify  to  its 
correctness. 

They  shall  make  a  report  of  their  doings  at  the  annual  meeting  of  the 
Society. 

The  Directors  may,  from  time  to  time,  appoint  such  sub-committees  as 
they  deem  expedient. 

XIV. 

MEETINGS  OF   THE   DIRECTORS. 

Regular  meetings  of  the  Directors  shall  be  held  on  the  day  previous  to 
the  regular  meetings  of  the  Society,  at  an  hour  to  be  fixed  by  the  President. 
Special  meetings  of  the  Directors  shall  be  held  in  such  manner  as  they  may 
appoint ;  and  a  majority  shall  constitute  a  quorum  for  business. 

XV. 

FINANCE   COMMITTEE. 

The  President  shall  annually,  in  the  month  of  January,  appoint  two 
Directors,  who,  with  the  President,  shall  constitute  the  Committee  of 
Finance,  to  examine,  from  time  to  time,  the  books  and  accounts  of  the 
Treasurer ;  to  audit  his  accounts  at  the  close  of  the  year,  and  to  report 
upon  the  expediency  of  proposed  expenditures  of  money. 

XVI. 

STANDING    COMMITTEES. 

The  President  shall  annually,  in  the  month  of  January,  appoint  six 
standing  committees  (of  which  the  Clerk  of  the  Society  shall  be  a  mem- 
ber ex-officio)y  as  follows :  — 

Committee  on  the  Rooms. 

A  committee  of  seven  members,  to  be  called  the  Committee  on  the 
Rooms,  of  which  the  President  of  the  Society  shall  be  a  member  ex-officio, 
who  shall  have  charge  of  all  the  arrangements  of  the  Rooms  (except 
books,  manuscripts,  and  other  objects  appropriate  to  the  Library,  offered 
as  gifts  or  loans) ;  the  hanging  of  pictures,  and  the  general  arrangement 
of  the  Society's  collections  in  their  department. 

Committee  on  Papers. 

A  committee  of  three  or  more  members,  to  be  called  the  Committee 
on  Papers,  who  shall  have  charge  of  the  subject  of  Papers  to  be  read,  or 
other  exercises  of  a  like  nature,  at  the  monthly  meetings  of  the  Society. 
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Committee  on  Membership. 

A  committee  of  five  or  more  members,  to  be  called  the  Committee  on 
Membership,  whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  give  information  in  relation  to  the 
purposes  of  the  Society,  and  increase  its  membership. 

Committee  on  the  Library. 

A  committee  of  five  or  more  members,  to  be  called  the  Committee  on 
the  Library,  who  shall  have  charge  of  all  the  arrangements  of  the  Library, 
including  the  acceptance  or  rejection  of  all  books,  manuscripts,  and  other 
objects  appropriate  to  the  Library,  offered  as  gifts  or  loans,  and  the 
general  arrangement  of  the  Society's  collections  in  their  department. 

Committee  on  Publications. 

A  committee  of  four  or  more  members  to  be  called  the  Committee  on 
Publications,  who  shall  have  charge  of  all  the  Publications  of  the  Society. 

Committee  on  Memorials. 

A  committee  of  three  or  more  members,  to  be  called  the  Committee 
on  Memorials,  who  shall  have  charge  of  such  Memorials  as  the  Society 
may  vote  to  erect. 

These  six  committees  shall  perform  the  duties  above  set  forth,  under 
the  general  supervision  of  the  Directors. 

Vacancies  which  may  occur  in  any  of  these  committees  during  their 
term  of  service  shall  be  filled  by  the  President. 

xvn. 

AMENDMENTS    TO    BY-LAWS. 

Amendments  to  the  By-Laws  may  be  made,  at  any  annual  meeting,  by 
vote  of  two-thirds  of  the  members  present  and  voting.  They  may  also 
be  made  by  the  like  vote  at  any  regular  meeting,  provided  notice  of  the 
same  be  contained  in  a  call  for  such  meeting  issued  by  the  Clerk,  and 
sent  to  every  member. 
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